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It is near Christmas and the judge is in a benevolent mood as he questions the accused.  ‘What are you charged with?’ he asks.               

‘Doing my Christmas shopping early,’ replies the defendant. 

‘That's no offense,’ replies the judge.  ‘How early were you doing this shopping?’              

‘Before the store opened,’ countered the defendant.

The Gospel writer, Luke, goes into great detail concerning the historical setting of John the Baptist.  He tells us who the political figures and high priests are.  Then, he misquotes the writings of the prophet Isaiah.  Luke writes: “A voice of one crying out in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord.’” instead of: “A voice of one crying out, ‘In the desert prepare the way of the Lord.’”  It is a minor adjust that carries with it a significant change in meaning.


The prophet Isaiah is telling the people that God is preparing a way that is easy and safe for them as they return from exile.  The Gospel writer is saying that the Baptist is shouting, but no one is listening!  He is ‘shouting to the wind,’ or ‘speaking to the walls.’  He is announcing a very different way of experiencing God.  He is saying that God’s forgiveness is as available as the water in the River Jordan.  Though there are some who are attracted by his message, few experience God as generous as John says that God is.

Many, in fact, reject his message because it is not the official message the Jewish religious authorities.  They are not ready to accept that God is so accessible.  They are incapable, and possibly unwilling, to accept that God makes forgiveness so readily available.  John’s image of God is incompatible with the point-of-view that the religious authorities.  They decree that the institutional dogmas and God are inseparable; and the institutional dogmas clearly state that God is not as available as John is announcing.

God is often too big for us.  We feel the need to divide God into small segments.  The difficulty with this approach begins when we settle upon a segment and declare that God is only this segment.  We make a means to an end into an end.  The Baptist doesn’t have a full grasp of this, but he does know and he does struggle to accept that God is bigger than the narrow perspective that we most often have of God.  So, he is free to declare that God’s forgiveness is as available as the waters of the River Jordan, and it falls most often on deaf ears.


John’s words fall on ears made deaf by our limited and small thinking.  John’s voice cries in the desert because his words cannot break through the insulated world view that we must do everything.  If God is so available; if God does for us first, what we think makes us important disappears.

We need to experience God before we can know the intimacy that God desires to have with us.  Puny as we are, God dotes on us, God searches for us when we lose our way, God runs out to greet us after we have wasted our lives.  These are all images that Jesus uses concerning God.

Those who cannot hear the message of John, are enraged by the message of Jesus.  He says God doesn’t expect us to first repent.  He says, rather, God gives before we repent… this is the true meaning of fore-give-ness.  The message of Jesus is just too good to be true!
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