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We live with multiple images of God.  Many of these images dwell in our unconscious and unknowingly affect our perspective.  The Scriptures too promote images of God.  One image that is prevalent throughout the Scriptures, for example, is that God favors one group of people more than other groups of people.  This belief continues to dominate the thoughts of many, and we express it as, God is on our side.  A corollary is, because God favors us more than other people or creation we are free to colonize, kill, enslave, build walls, belittle, discriminate, and shame people, and have no concern for the environment.  Our image of God encourages us to crave power, and reject the weakness of equality, unity, and mutuality.

We often express this concept, for example, in such thoughts as, God is male and so females are subordinate to males; or God is white and so people of color are less human; or God favors us and chooses us to receive possessions, power, and prestige; or the earth and animals are created to serve our needs.  The consequences of these unconscious images of God have dire affects in everyday life.

They also have equally serious affects upon our understanding of the way that God relates with us.  Jesus offers us an image of God as one who loves indiscriminately, and forgives rather than retaliating.  Yet, Jesus intuits that any image of God (including the one he offers) gets in the way.  We can and do reinterpret them in multiple ways.  He therefore combines image with action.

The love that he experiences flows through his body to other people and all of creation.  Even this image or experience however, fails him, as every image that we have of God must fail us.  We see this failure when Jesus expresses – when he hangs on the cross – that he feels abandoned and alone.  All images cease for him and faithfully, he is raised from the dead.
As delightful as the image of the baby Jesus is, it can also prevent us from hearing the difficult message that he speaks in the Gospels.  His message is actually good news, but because it is so contrary to the unconscious message that we breathe, we resist.  We can’t hear it.  We reinterpret the incarnation – the manifestation that the divine and the physical are naturally united – as a one-time miracle.  As soon as we do, retaliation supplants forgiveness.
Advent is a time of preparation.  We prepare by observing (without judgment and condemnation) the ways in which we subvert the message of Jesus and resist following his example.  Then, the incarnation becomes more than a one-time event.  The incarnation is an invitation to awaken and live the way of life that Jesus proclaims and that God makes possible.
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