2nd Sunday in Advent (A)
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A story is told about a father who one afternoon is playing with his son.  They are tussling playfully on their front lawn when the father accidentally hits the young boy in the face with his elbow.  It is a sharp blow full to his son's face.  The little boy is stunned by the impact of the elbow.  It hurts, and he is just about to burst into tears.  But then he looks into his father's eyes.  Instead of anger and hostility, he sees his father's eyes reflecting the pain that he is feeling.  They also reflect sympathy and concern.  He sees his father's love and compassion.  This transforms his fear and hurt into knowing that he is loved, and the little boy suddenly bursts into laughter.  What he saw in his father's eyes made all the difference!

Life sometimes deals us a shark blow to the face too.  Our initial reaction is to cry out that an injustice has been done to us.  When we move in this direction, we tend to hoard our feelings of anger and nurture feelings of hurt.  We surround and enclose ourselves with all of these feelings of justified retribution and retaliation.


The reading this weekend from Isaiah and the Gospel story from Matthew anticipate what is about to happen and offer space for what is to happen to take whatever shape that it chooses.  We aren’t always comfortable with this arrangement.  We want God (or God’s representatives) to control history and our individual lives.  Naturally, we also rebel against being directed.


We might – for a time – need to follow a path of certainty.  Answers can take on greater importance than questions.  Often this need for answers and the temporary certainty that they offer, comes when a hurtful episode happens in our lives.  We want to know when and why, but we rarely ask how.

Saint Paul speaks of this way of life (when we want to be controlled and – at the same time – rebel against being controlled) as ‘living under the Law.’  Jesus – in the Gospels – instructs his disciples that John the Baptist offers important teachings, but – he also says – that his teachings are finite and therefore temporary and limited.


The Baptist is ‘living under the Law.’  The power to transform us isn’t found in this way of life.  It fails to see and accept that the human and the Divine coexist.  There is no separation.  Why?  because love connects the human and the Divine.  This is why we pray: to gaze into eyes in which love is embracing us.  There is no comparing or judgment in these eyes.  There is no shaming or condemnation.  There is no hate or anger berating us.  There is no challenge or expectation.  There is only a loving gaze poured out that somehow transforms our lives.

Choosing daily to gaze into the loving eyes of the Divine permits us to receive a sharp blow to our face and still know happiness.  Not because we are stoics, but rather, because we experience in the eyes of the one who loves us, a pouring forth of love that fills us with happiness and laughter.  Most often the eyes that we first see loving us are human.
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