29th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


10/20/2019
You have probably heard the story about the young boy who removes a statue from the local church and leaves a note that reads: ‘I have your Mother.  Give me the bicycle that I want and I’ll return her unharmed.’

Both our first reading from Exodus and our Gospel reading from Luke can give us a similar impression.  They seem to tell us that with persistent prayer we can hold God ransomed so as to make God do what we want God to do.  The human tendency is to use violence to get what we want.
It has been a practice, for example, to sacrifice to a deity since the human person first gained a sense that life is more than what we see.  Taken to extremes, people have immolated their children, men and women, and sacrificed portions of their harvest, and livestock – sometimes in huge numbers, to placate an angry deity, or to protect against pestilence and to gain a rich harvest.


We have become a bit more sophisticated in our approach that we use.  We, for example, bury a statue of Saint Joseph – head first naturally – to sell a house; hang rosary beads on the window to ensure that the sun will shine the following day; and promise Saint Anthony anything if our car keys can be found!

It isn’t my intention to denigrate these practices or the people who use them.  This approach is one way of reading and interpreting today’s stories from Exodus and Luke’s gospel.  Another way is approaching prayer as our willingness to remain open to possibilities because we experience being loved.  This is the nonviolence who is God.

When we approach God in this way, we often meet a great deal of internal and external resistance and threats of violence.  We hear voices of authority that tell us that with willpower we can achieve anything.  We can be successful in business, in our relationships with others, and live a moral life.  We can climb the ladder in the business world, the religious world, and in the eyes of others.  Nothing is beyond our reach, we hear the inner and outer voices say, if we apply ourselves.  And there is an element of truth found in these voices.  They simply don’t tell us the full story because they are finite and limited.


Receiving the grace to be willing to remain open to possibilities feels unnatural to us.  It requires that we practice a prayer of silence that comes forth from experiencing God loving us.  Then, we start to discover that God’s greatest desire isn’t that we please God; rather, God’s greatest desire is for us to know that God dwells with us!  There is no separation between humanity and divinity!  This is the meaning of the Incarnation: the birth Jesus.
It is like an episode in the sitcom MASH.  Radar is enthralled with a nurse.  He tries everything that he can think of doing to get her to notice him.  When all his efforts fail, he, in desperation, asks if she would like to go out with him.  He is too busy expecting the answer ‘No’, that it takes several moments before he realizes that the nurse has said ‘Yes’.  Surprised he asks why she never indicated her willingness.  She responds, ‘You never asked.’
Sometimes we are so concerned about pleasing God by doing violence to ourselves, we fail to be aware that it pleases God to always dwell with us.
PAGE  
3

