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Many year ago a professor that I had in school wrote a book entitled, The Oppressed Become the Oppressors.  It is how we humans often operate.  When we feel oppressed (or hurt, or abused), we are inclined to retaliate as soon as we grab some power.  Jesus undermines this tendency by introducing forgiveness and service.
Our Gospel story from Mark serves as an example.  James and John look to grab hierarchical power (sitting on the right and left of Jesus when he gains political power).  The other disciples, when they hear about it, are ‘indigent’.  The implication is that they feel oppressed and feel the need to oppress.

Many of the initiation rites of ancient (and some present day) peoples involve taking young people apart and supporting them as they each undergo an intense experience that happens to them.  It is an experience that reveals their connection with a reality that is beyond them, and their limitations.  Such an experience always causes us to suffer.

When the young people come out of their experience, it is easier to see those who are transformed by the experience from those who are not transformed by the experience.  Those who are transformed forgive and serve.  Those who are not transformed continue to retaliate and want to be served.  Only those who demonstrated that they have experienced transformation are permit any authority.

Our Sacrament of Baptism was originally a similar initiation rite by which the baptized who experienced transformation, and as a result, more readily forgave and served, were the only ones permitted authority in the community.  Unfortunately, the rite gradually became more a means to gain membership (a position of power) in an elite club that encourages oppression and retaliation rather than forgiveness and service.  This change opened the doors for those who had not experienced transformation to gain positions of power.  Misuse of their power followed.
Transformation begins with our experiencing that we are loved first.  Knowing that we are loved first somehow removes fear and causes us to be open.  This is true authority.  Bullying, badgering, threatening, punishing, dramatizing, making our power felt, is counterfeit authority.  One characteristic of people who are transformed is they serve without knowing that they are serving.  They share their brokenness and healing happens in others.  They share their joy and that which isn’t real fades away.
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