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A young lady is soaking up the sun's rays on a Florida beach when a little boy in his swimming trunks, carrying a towel, approaches her and asks, ‘Do you believe in God?’
She is surprised by the question but she replies, ‘Why, yes, I do.’
Then he asks her: ‘Do you go to church?’
Again, her answer is, ‘Yes!’
He then asks: ‘Do you pray?’
Again she says, ‘Yes!’ 

Her curiosity by now is very much aroused.  The little lad sighs with relief and says, ‘Will you hold my quarter while I go in swimming?’
Don’t we sometime wish that it could be that easy to determine who can be trusted?  We have learned, unfortunately, that the criteria established by the little boy don’t always hold true.  Our Gospel story from Matthew is a case in point. 
Jesus, by reaching out to people who live on the fringe and are called impure, does not meet the criteria as someone who is trustworthy.  He is thought to blaspheming when he announces that God is available to everyone and that no one is turned away from God.  Nor does he meet the standards of the Jewish Church leaders.  He does things on the Sabbath that are forbidden.  He doesn’t follow the mandated rules about purifying his hands.  He touches the dead and the unclean.  He allows the impure to touch him.  Jesus would not – in fact – meet the criteria established by the young boy.
Our first reading from Isaiah is linked with our Gospel reading because something similar is happening when the prophet declares that Cyrus – a non-Jew and enemy – is Israel’s messiah.  The Persian leader meets none of the criteria of someone anointed by God.  Many, as a result, feel that Isaiah is blaspheming.
The story in Matthew’s Gospel offers us a surprise.  Jesus (by using the image on the coin) announces that we are imprinted with the image of God.  He makes no exceptions.  He doesn’t say that only when we live in a particular way; belong to a particular church; live a morally acceptable life; are successful; conform to a uniformity of thought; or meet other criteria, that we are then imprinted the image of God.  No Jesus inferences that it is God who imprints God’s image in us.  It isn’t we who carve God’s image or earn the imprint of God’s image because we fulfill certain criteria.
When we experience and accept that God is happening to us (rather than we who are causing God to happen to us), we also experience and accept that God is readily available to us and not only us but everyone.  This experience and acceptance forces us to be open rather than closed.
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