28th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


10/13/2019
There is a story that tells about a woman whose husband leaves her.  She loses trust in herself, in other people, in God, and she finds no joy in living.  One rainy morning she happens to enter a small neighborhood diner for breakfast.  Although numerous people are in the diner, no one is having a conversation.  Our miserable friend sits at the counter, stirring her coffee. 

A young mother with her little daughter enters the diner and sits at one of the small booths near a window.  As they are served their food the little girl breaks the sad silence by almost shouting, ‘Momma, why aren't we saying our prayers here?’
The waitress smiles and says, ‘Honey, will you say the prayer for us?’  And – as only can be done in a neighbor diner – she says, ‘Let’s all bow our heads.’
Surprisingly, one by one, the heads bow.  The little girl also bows her head, folds her hands, and says, ‘God is great, God is good, and we thank God for our food.  Amen.’
The prayer of the little girl changes the atmosphere.  People smile and talk with one another.  Noticing the difference, the waitress says, ‘We should do that every morning.’ 
The depressed woman also begins to feel that her frame of mind starts to feel better.  The little girl’s genuine gratitude helps her to catch glimpses of the way in which God is sustaining her life.  As the gratitude grows within her, she also begins to accept that God sustains us not because we are good, but because God is good and loving.
We sometimes get caught up in what is least important and – as a result – miss what is most important.  We see examples in today’s first reading from Second Kings and our Gospel story from Luke.  Naaman initially feels slighted by Elisha and takes offense.  His position of authority and power leads him to think and feel that he is entitled to better treatment.  His servants, however, intervene (like the little girl in our story) and the general is healed by doing something that he felt was beneath his social status.  He is so surprised when he is healed, however, that he unexpectedly also experiences gratitude.  When he does, he is transformed.

Nine out of the ten lepers that are healed (in our Gospel story) are so caught up (the story seems to say) in a feeling that they are entitled to be healed (because of their social status), that they are also prevented from feeling gratitude which leads to transformation.  Only one (a Gentile an outsider with no social status in Jewish society) experiences freely-given love and the experience of gratitude transforms him.

Feeling that we deserve (are entitled to have) is like a bottomless pit that always demands more, and prevents us from experiencing gratitude.  It closes us and only grudgingly do we accept what we feel entitled to have.  Gratitude frees us to openly receive the abundance that God continually offers.
One telling sign that we are open and grateful is similar to what happened in the diner of our opening story: people begin to communicate with each other.  The isolation of being caught up in our selves is transformed into a connection that helps us to see and relate with others.
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