28th Sunday Ordinary Time (A)


10/11/2020
A small child is drawing a picture and her teacher says, ‘That’s an interesting picture.  Tell me about it.’ 

‘It’s a picture of God.’

‘But nobody knows what God looks like,’ says her teacher.

The little girl responds, ‘They will when I get done.’

Jesus, in today’s Gospel story, is also drawing a picture of God.  He once again dips into the imagery the prophets use to tell his story.  This time it is a story about a wedding banquet.  The image of a wedding banquet representing God-with-us permeates Judean Scriptures.  When Jesus uses this image of a wedding banquet, listeners would think of this equation.  The twist in the story is that no one shows up for the banquet.  Those who are personally invited to the banquet do not come.  Those who don’t know that they are invited are rounded up.  The desire of the one hosting the banquet is ‘to fill the banqueting hall.’

Jesus isn’t trying to anger the audience to whom he is addressing this parable.  He is trying to jolt them into realizing that they are missing the very thing that they say that they desire most: God-with-us.  Yet, they refuse the invitation offered by Jesus just as their ancestors refused the invitation offered by previous prophets.  They focus on what they are doing rather than on what God is doing for them.

The experience that Jesus has of God leads him to believe and proclaim that God wants to be with us.  The human tendency is to separate, or to think that God relates with us out of a sense of duty.  God relating with us because God desires us and enjoys being with us, is too intimate and frightens us.  We prefer to keep God (and others) at a safe distance.  One way that the Jewish Religion accomplishes this separateness is by creating (in the Temple) the Holy of Holies.  (We create the tabernacle.)

The religious leaders and many of the Jewish people believe that God is only within this isolated space.  The word holy means separate.  Hence, God is only in the most separate place, and only one person (a priest who proves himself worthy) enters this space once a year.  (We have the sanctuary – or the holy space.  In this holy (or separate) space we have the tabernacle that can be approached – some still hold – only by one who has received holy (separate) orders: a priest or a deacon.)
The Scriptures definitely give us the impression (in certain places and in certain passages, like our first reading from Isaiah and our Gospel story from Matthew) that God is separate and is punitive and retaliatory.  As we evolve, however, our image of God also evolves, and we are better able to see that God relates with us in a restorative way.  God repeatedly makes a new covenant with us (the Scriptures announce) each time we ignore or refuse to accept God’s covenant with us.  That is, God isn’t separate from us.  God is with us.  And God invites us to come to eat and drink at the banquet without cost.  All are welcome.
We might ask ourselves: In what ways are we accepting God’s invitation, and in what ways are we (unknowingly) ignoring it?
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