28th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


10/10/2021

The story of a butterfly named Maculinea Arion is most instructive.  The creature lays its eggs on a plant, and after feeding on the plant for several weeks, the young caterpillar makes its way to the ground.  In order to complete its development, it must meet a certain kind of ant.  When such an ant meets the caterpillar, the ant strokes it with its antennae, and the caterpillar exudes a sweet fluid from a special gland on its tenth segment.

Apparently, the ant likes this substance, because it then carries the caterpillar home to its nest.  There the ants drink the sweet fluid exuded by the caterpillar.  The caterpillar, in return, eats baby ants.  The ants show their appreciation to the caterpillar by letting it spend the winter in a special cavity of their nest.  It continues to eat the young ants until spring.  Eventually it emerges as an adult butterfly and flies away to establish more of its kind.  The cycle starts all over again.


Some people are not much different from the ants.  For you see, they cherish something that they own – an item, an attitude, a privilege, - to the injury of themselves.
A key sentence in today’s Gospel story from Mark is, ‘Jesus, looking at him, loved him….’  Knowing that we are loved and participating in this love is all that is necessary, Jesus says.  Everything else are finite substitutes.  They are not necessarily bad, impure, or immoral.  They are attachments that always need more.  They are like any addiction.

Knowing and participating in God’s love and human love opens us to infinity.  This is the invitation that Jesus offers to the rich young man, to his disciples and to us.  If we do not know love embracing us, and participate in the love that embraces us, it is an invitation that we cannot accept.

We go away sad.
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