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It is interesting that the reading from Genesis (our first reading this weekend) is linked with the Gospel story from Mark.  Both focus on who we are… each in their own way.  The Genesis story relates an intuition that the writers have.  (Some would say, ‘inspiration’.)  The story tells us that we are created in the image and likeness of God.

The writers of Genesis (possibly unknowingly) explain what it means to be created in this way: as God exists only in a relationship with another so too do we only exist in a relationship with another!  (‘It is not good for man to be alone.’)  Just as God only exists as community, so too do we only exist as community.

Living means personally relating with another.  When we attempt to make ourselves self-sufficient, we stop living and we produce a TV reality show.  It is filled with drama, and intrigue, and has little or no real value.  Ironically, it is important for us to attempt to live in this way so that we can fail.  The difficulty comes when we are successful in living our TV show.  Maybe this is the reason Jesus says repeatedly, ‘The first shall be last and the last shall be first.’
Living in unreality leads to some skewed perspectives.  One example could be the church’s overemphasis through the years upon virginity, celibacy, and the permanency of marriage.  That the church overemphasizes virginity and celibacy is witnessed each time we think of priesthood or religious life when the word, vocation, is used.  It is thought that only those who are religious and ordained have a real calling from God.  Married life is an after-thought, mundane, and thought necessary solely for procreation.  None-the-less those who are married are still penalized (punished?) if compatibility changes and separation occurs.  

Maybe this is because we – by living most often in fantasy – resist living, or are afraid to live, or don’t know how to live in the personal relationship that God has with us.  This is what confuses so many bishops and priests, for example, when Pope Francis approaches life in the church in a personal and pastoral way.  His personal connection with people opens for him a wider view that often appears messy and unclear.
The very real temptation that we face each day is to reduce everything to business.  Relating in a business way can be very clean and clear.  There is no need to be open to other possibilities.  Everything is either/or: something either agrees with the laws (that we produce and ascribe to God) or it doesn’t agree.  If it does agree then it is acceptable behavior.  If it doesn’t agree then it is evil behavior and is to be rejected and condemned.

The Pharisees in today’s Gospel serve as a good example.  They show us that when we stop knowing that God lives in a personal relationship with us, we start demanding.  Demands require power (be it political, physical, or economical) so that those who disagree – as Jesus does – can be condemned and – if possible – killed.

That the disciples of Jesus can’t digest what he is saying is evident in the next scene: they rebuke (condemn) those who are bringing children to Jesus.  They continue to see Jesus – because they must see themselves – as being too important to receive lowly and unimportant children.  This is a business point-of-view and not a relational point-of-view.  Jesus’ response is immediate and he reiterates – once again – we are all important because God is personally relating with us.  Any who try to live in any other way are attempting to live as someone other than God creates.  Real life creates real life: which is most often unclear and messy.  Unreal life creates unreal life: which is most often clear and precise.  Real life leads naturally to questions being asked.  Unreal life leads naturally to answers being imposed.  Real life more readily accepts that though sometimes ideal, permanence and clarity aren’t always possible, and therefore judgment and condemnation are somehow transformed into our showing acceptance and blessing.
It is easy to know those who know and live that God relates personally with them.  Even in the mist of great sorrow, they can smile.
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