27th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


10/03/2021
Our opening story from Genesis has many of the elements that we readily accept.  The story of creation that we hear in our first reading this weekend is different from the story of creation that we find in the first chapter of Genesis.  In this story, a hierarchy exists, and males are on top.  Males have dominion (or power) over the fishes of the sea, the birds of the air, and all that walk on the earth…including females.
The story of creation in the first chapter of Genesis is different.  It simply says to all of creation, ‘And God saw that it was good.’  There is no hierarchy, and comparison and competition are not real.  God sees all as good.  That is what is real.
Jesus, in our Gospel reading from Mark, then, focuses on the hierarchical mentality of the Pharisees.  His focus is not on divorce so much as he rejects the belief that males have power over females.  He says that there is an equality between female and male, just as there is an equality in all of creation, because God sees all that God creates as good.  This perception guides us to relate lovingly toward each other.
Religious and civil laws often favor those who have greater physical or economic power.  They seek to ensure that those higher in the pyramid remain higher, and those who are lower in the pyramid remain lower.  Loyalty to the hierarchical system to maintain the status quo is vital.  God (Jesus says) is not present in a hierarchical system.  Our egos – the small people that we create – are.
God is only present – real – where we experience and live equality.  Only in equality is love and reality possible.  Everything else is a house of cards, always ready to crash.  Wherever a hierarchy is mandated, fear, divisions, accusations, and violence are necessary and declared just.  None of it is real or lasting.  Only love is eternal.
Brian McLaren writes, ‘Maybe it’s not that there are two places beyond the door of death, heaven and hell.  Sometimes I wonder if hell is just what heaven feels like for those who haven’t learned in this life what this life is intended to teach.  I believe with all my heart that God is not willing for even one person to miss out on the joy and glories of heaven. . . . We are becoming on this side of the door of death the kind of people we will be on the other side.’  [Brian D. McLaren, A New Kind of Christian: A Tale of Two Friends on a Spiritual Journey (Jossey-Bass: 2001), 90–91.]
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