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We can on certain topics or issues be myopic, limiting our focus to one topic or issue.  When Nelson Mandela died, for example, some refused to recognize the many ways in which he helped the people of South Africa, especially by his efforts (working with Desmond Tutu) to bring a non-violent end to apartheid, and an almost seamless integration of blacks and whites into a single society, because he didn’t agreed with the anti-abortion stance.

A friend recently was telling me that there is an outcry for Catholic parishes (in another Diocese) who are part of an ecumenical organization – that does wonderful work with the poor and immigrants – to have the Catholic parishes demand that the organization stop accepting a pro-choice stance; and if that demand isn’t met, that the Catholic parishes cease supporting the good work being done.  When we narrow our views, we fail to see God at work and we ‘cut off our nose to spite our face’.

Both our readings from the Book of Numbers and our Gospel story from Mark invite us to see God working even though we would never expect (and sometimes refuse to accept) that God would or could work in and through people and events with which we disagree or condemn.  When we are shortsighted, our world becomes very small because we are very small.
We can’t expand our world.  When we try, we create another small world.  It seems bigger, however, because it is unfamiliar to us.  Soon, though, the same small world perspectives engulf us.

God is boundless, infinite, and completely beyond us.  We are not able to control God – not because God is almighty - but because God is love and love cannot be controlled.  Love, instead, is open to infinite possibilities. God, who creates each of us in the image and likeness of God, is in union with each of us.  Then, who are we to judge?
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