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Have you ever felt hopeless?  It is a feeling that comes over us when something happens that doesn’t match our normal and familiar way of life.  A death of a loved one, a change in our marriage, a financial set back, a health issue, can cause us to experience a dis-connection.
The prophet, Amos, tells the people in our first reading that they will experience a devastating loss.  It will come upon them suddenly because they have unconsciously wrapped themselves in insulated and isolated lives.  They live as though they are self-sufficient which prevents them from engaging in community, i.e. a freedom to serve each other.
We who read what happens to Israel (when they are defeated by a stronger military might), tend to interpret their capture as punishment.  God’s wrath, we hear repeatedly, is unleashed against them, because they have offended God.  Historically, one nation after another gain monetary and military might and expands.

Amos – thought he uses theological jargon – sees the capture of Israel as an opportunity for them to know themselves better by experiencing their dis-connection.  That is, for his listeners to experience a feeling of hopelessness so that they can also see the ways in which they are resisting serving each other and God.

The story that Jesus tells in Luke’s Gospel is similar.  The rich man isn’t bad, he is oblivious.  He can’t see Lazarus because he is safely wrapped in a world for which we each long: security, food, comfort, a good reputation, hope, contentment.  When we live in such a world, we are prevented from serving others.  It is only when the rich man is taken out of his self-fulfilling and familiar paradise, that he is free to experience his dis-connection, and he can’t fix himself in order to re-connect.  He feels hopeless.
Ironically, one reason that we are reluctant to be self-aware is precisely because somehow we know that it will take us out of our comfortable and familiar worlds.  We distain and avoid feeling lonely.  Yet, dis-connection is part of everyone’s life because all of us experience times in which our normal and familiar way of life changes.  Few of us willingly surrenders feeling safely wrapped in a world of our making.  This doesn’t make us bad people.  It simply makes us people!  Life, thankfully, has a way of intervening and painfully – at least initially – causes us to experience our dis-connection (a sense of hopelessness) which is vitally important to us.

The story, then, that we hear from Luke’s Gospel isn’t a story of condemnation.  It is a story meant to help us see the ways in which we naturally live in a self-fulfilling and familiar paradise.  Condemnation does nothing for us.  Life intervening naturally opens our eyes.  Feeling hopeless or lonely or dis-connected, then, aren’t feelings to be fear or avoided.  They are the messengers that God sends to free us to live in community with each other.
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