25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

09/20/2015

The story about Adam and Eve is most familiar to us.  Many of us heard the story when we were very young.  As often happens, stories are embellished as they are told and so, for example, the forbidden fruit becomes an apple… much like in the fairytale of Sleeping Beauty.


 The creators of the story however, had a different intent and purpose for writing.  Their intent and purpose was to demonstrate a good relationship with God and a bad relationship with God.  A good relationship results in a freedom to know firsthand our internal immediate connection with God.  Our spirituality comes forth and develops from our spirit who internally shares with God’s spirit.  There is a sense of equality initiated by God.  This is expressed in the story as Adam and Eve walking with God in the cool of the evening.

A bad relationship with God is the mistaken thought and feeling that something external can make us God’s equal.  Whenever we follow this thought and feeling, we introduce something that God does not experience: evil or separation.  When God instructs Adam and Eve not to eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, God isn’t attempting to deprive them or limit them.  Rather, God is saying that evil isn’t natural to us and therefore draws us into illusion instead of reality.

The results of Adam and Eve experiencing evil is that they turn themselves inside out and everything becomes inverted.  That is, rather than recognizing an inner connection with God, they look for an external connection with God.  They, instead of recognizing their intern authenticity, look externally to find their authority.


The primary difference that happens is that before they ventured into the experience of evil, Adam and Eve are free and without shame.  They are unself-conscious.  Now they are enslaved to self-consciousness and filled with shame.  They are anxious about how they are viewed by others – including God.

God, in the story, accepts what has happened, knows that it cannot be undone, and seeks to use their foolish decision as a means by which they can be redeemed.  The Gospels reveal to us that Jesus is the model by which we can once again fall through our inverted selves and into the hands of God.


This journey is not easy.  We are unconsciously imbued with a way of living, that is reinforced by our families, our societies, and our religion, which encourages us to seek authenticity externally.  This makes us ego-centric, self-conscious, and anxious.  We seek to escape with frenetic action and achievements, always mindful of how we compare with others.

The disciples of Jesus – in today’s gospel story – serve as a good example.  They cannot understand Jesus when he introduces to them an internal freedom that empowers us to live dependent of the trappings of external authenticity.  He will be rejected by the recognized external authorities; he will suffer humiliation and his reputation will be destroyed; and he will be taunted as an imposter.  
Yet, through it all God is internally with him (which he calls resurrection).  This is too much for the disciples.  So, they revert to what they do understand: seeking external authenticity based upon comparisons.


Most often, we also don’t understand.  Yet, God – as in the story about Adam and Eve – uses our inability or refusal to understand to redeem us.  This is the freedom of God that we sometimes call mercy.  Somehow, someway, we are transformed… despite ourselves. 
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