25th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


09/22/2019
When we hear that we can only serve one master in today’s Gospel reading from Luke, we tend to narrow the meaning of this statement to money.  Jesus however, rarely speaks about money.  Rather, his focus is on relationships and healing.  Seen from this perspective, today’s Gospel story is more about the way in which we lovingly and compassionately relate with other people than about the amount of cash that we have.

Business relationships are both comparative and competitive.  The focus is almost always on gaining an ‘edge’, and making the better deal.  It is evident, for example, in the TV show The American Pickers that Mike and Frank are always attempting to negotiate a price that will permit them to make a profit.  They form (business) relationships and network so that they can be well informed of the ‘going price’.

They also seek to form (business) relationships so that they can do more business, receive a referral, or gain knowledge about an item.  They know that it makes good business sense to also have a story that goes with the item.  The item then becomes more attractive and easier to sell (and possibly for more money).  This is not a judgment or condemnation.  Their business acumen is sometimes extraordinary.

Jesus seems to be open to appreciating people who are able to make ‘good’ business deals.  It isn’t however, his main focus.  Rather, he praises the steward for using his understanding of business in an effort to create opportunities because he realizes that his personal resources are limited and soon will be nonexistent.
When we arrive at this place of knowing that our resources are limited and soon will be nonexistent, we also – with the help of a community – are presented with an opportunity to be open to a reality that is beyond us.  That reality has many names, but we generally call this reality God.

We are helped to be open by an ongoing willingness to listen, learn, and develop.  The primary way in which we practice is by daily (or as frequently as possible) allowing a relationship to form by listening and learning who we are, who God is, and how our relationship can best help us.  Unlike the relationships of business however, this relationship evolves in and from love.
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