25th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


09/23/2018

When I was in college, a teacher happened to see me participating in a basketball game.  Later he mentioned to me that he at first didn’t recognize me.  The mild and timid person that he knew was transformed on the basketball court to a person with authority and confidence.


As I processed his words I began to see that on the basketball court my mind was responding to situations immediately.  I didn’t have time to think; I, instead, responded instantaneously to each moment presented to me without thought.  I also realized that my responses were knowingly supported by four other players.  I stopped being concerned about imperfections which in turn freed me to be fully aware of the four other players and how I could best help them.
When we don’t know that who we are is one who is loved and part of a community, we are obligated to ‘look after number one’!  This selfish way of life is so familiar (and in some ways necessary) to us that we stop knowing that we are seeing only ourselves and our own needs.  It is like the Febreze ad: we become selfish-blind.
We attempt to hide everything that appears to be less than perfect.  The way that we dress, the way that we interact, the drama that we cause are all calculated so that others will give us what we want.  We give the impression that we are self-sufficient, but we are in reality completely dependent upon a façade/persona.  So, like the disciples in today’s Gospel story, we find ways to feel like the greatest, and to make our greatness felt.  The two go hand in hand.
Controlling our lives and, in particular, the lives of others is a main characteristic of being selfish-blind.  In a church setting, this means highlighting almost exclusively morality concerning sexual matters; pushing people to confess their sins to a priest; urging devotional prayer and sacrifices; and ignoring or condemning anything that cannot being easily controlled.  We, from this perspective, create prayer.  It originates in us.  It never crosses our minds that God invites us to pray because God desires to be in union with us.  That isn’t controllable.
We continue this way of life until it stops working.  Eventually that happens to us all… thankfully.  Unfortunately, we often leave in our wake many who are unnecessarily hurt by our selfish stupidity.  God, however, will not be thwarted, and brings healing to those hurt and redeems our stupidity too.
When we experience God healing and redeeming us, we also experience freedom from the tyranny of making ourselves worthy.  This freedom, however, is always being challenged by the accepted instructions that perfection is necessary; that worthiness is necessary; that punishment awaits us who are not perfect and worthy.  This ubiquitous instruction is punctuated with the implicit message that we continually hear, including in the words of our rituals and liturgies.

Jesus, some acknowledge, would not recognize the religion that has developed since his death and resurrection.  Yet, even here, God wastes nothing and redeems everything.  It is in God only that we trust.  Once we know and live this trust in God, we are also empowered to trust others.
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