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I suspect most of us have heard the saying: ‘Bite your tongue.’  I generally associate the saying with refraining from saying something nasty or hurtful.  It can also, however, have to do with choosing not to prove that I am right.  Why would we make this choice?  I suspect the reasons could vary, but the one that comes to my mind is: the relationship – the bond – that exists between us is more important to us than being right.

This is terribly difficult for us to do and it is what God, Jesus says in today’s Gospel, does all of the time!  Relating with us is more important to God than God being right!  Amazing!

The need to be right, which generally operates outside of our conscious awareness, holds priority for many of us.  It is what we hear happening in today’s first reading from the prophet Amos.  The people that the prophet is addressing are caught up in being right.


We also use the phrase, being right, in another way.  We say, ‘We have a right.’  The primary concern whenever ‘being right’ or ‘having a right’ takes precedence in our lives is our best interests.  We think of ourselves as self-sufficient.  This requires us to provide for our own needs.  We devolve, as a result, into ways of acting that are less than honest, Amos says, and eliminate our connection with others.

The story that Jesus tells in today’s Gospel story from Luke is reassuring.  Jesus is saying that the steward, who has been caught cheating, acts honestly when his focus becomes creating relationships.  Even though the steward makes the change for less than ethical reasons!  The steward, who is acting selfishly by making these deals, Jesus says, begins – unknowingly – to act less selfishly and more relationally.

Apparently, God, according to Jesus, isn’t concerned by what path we take.  It seems that what is primary with God is that we begin – knowingly or unknowingly – to act more like God, who is relationship, however imperfectly.  When we act more relationally and are less concerned about being right, being self-sufficient, God can more easily flow through our lives.  As God flows through our lives, we are transformed.


Pope Francis, in one of his talks in 2013, says, ‘God is not afraid!  God is creative; [God] is not closed, and so [God] is never inflexible.  God is not rigid!  [God] welcomes us, [God] meets us, [God] understands us.’  If being right is our priority, life is easy, and we will ‘end up being a statue in a museum.’  This isn’t what God wants for us.

The price of relating with others is our making mistakes… something that is not possible if our greatest priority is being right or self-sufficient.
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