25th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


09/19/2021
When the comedian Yakov Smirnoff first came to the United States from Russia, he was not prepared for the incredible variety of instant products available in American grocery stores.  He says, “On my first shopping trip, I saw powdered milk.  You just add water, and you get milk.  Then I saw powdered orange juice.  You just add water, and you get orange juice.  And then I saw baby powder, and I thought to myself, ‘What a country!’"
Many of us relate with a consumer’s mind – to some degree – toward our-selves, other people, and the world.  My parents and the church, for example, passed on to me a mentality that God created everything for my use.  (One of my chores when I was young was to burn the trash.)  I was much older when my understanding of recycling and our need to relate with the environment rather than dominate the environment.

Along with this initial mentality, comes an elitist mentality.  We think, ‘Creation is unimportant and must serve my needs and wants.’  Unconsciously, this mentality leads us to think that other people must also serve my needs and wants.  Competition and comparison, as in our Gospel story from Mark, follow.  The more that we can dominate the higher – we think – we are in the pyramid (or food chain). 
For thousands of years (and continues today) a hierarchical system influences (sometimes unduly) the decisions that we make, the people that we elect and the religion that we follow. Jesus rejects this hierarchical way of life and offers a different way of life.  He begins with knowing that God holds us, specifically, in a loving embrace.  Once experienced and accepted, we stop competing and comparing (to some degree).  This, in turn, opens our eyes to see that God uniquely holds all of creation – specifically – in a loving embrace.  God is a mirror that reflects to us who we truly are as God creates us.
Unlike the mentality, with which we are familiar, that tells us that parents conceive us in sin (Original Sin), the Scriptures tell us that when God creates us, and God calls us good (Original Blessing).  The negativity intravenously fed to us, leads us to develop a negative identity that drives us to compare and compete, we are so insecure and create hell for our-selves.
The positive creation that God creates us to be sneaks up on us when we least expect it.  It can surprise us as we enjoy the company of another person.  It can grab us when a sunrise or sunset captures our attention.  It can overwhelm us when we give birth.  It can bring us to tears when love of another erupts in our hearts.  It can cause us to feel like we are falling into a reality that we trust even though we cannot comprehend the reality.  All of these experiences, as are many other meritless and unearned moments, are prayer.  They put us in touch with the person that God creates and calls good.  Then, we grow in an awareness that we are not to dominate and conquer creation, creation and we share the same image of God.
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