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I lived a rather sheltered childhood.  As was true in many families during that time period, families had secrets about which no one spoke; had a pattern of life that went unquestioned; and shared a cultural and religious perspective that was defended vigorously.  By the 3rd grade I was in the parish school, confessing my sins once a week (sometimes less during the summer months), learning the doctrines and laws of the church, and going to Mass.  Family life was equally structured and deviations were not readily welcomed.

I was content with the structure.  Life had an orderliness to it.  Each day had a specific meal which only changed on very special occasions.  Eventually, however, all this structure stopped working for me.  I felt confined and was driven to try new things.  It was both scary and exhilarating!  This essentially is what happens in our Gospel stories from Luke.  They are stories about things working for us until they stop working for us; or having, losing, and then finding again.

Most people develop some understanding about themselves.  Generally speaking, the identity that we create revolves around something that we do reasonably well.  Some form an identity around sports.  Others form an identity around academics.  Still others form an identity around their popularity.  Many find another identity before the initial identity stops working, but eventually any identity that we create does stop working.  When it does, we feel lost.
A shepherd, in our Gospel stories, loses a sheep.  A woman loses a coin.  A father loses his young son.  Each searches for what is lost, but in many ways, what is lost finds them.  The pattern of losing and finding is a common theme throughout the Scriptures.  It is the pattern of human growth and of the spiritual life.
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