24th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


09/12/2021

Some years ago, the Knights of Columbus invite a high-ranking Vatican official to speak at a convention in Chicago.  The cook in the hotel and the hotel management, who want to make the Italian dignitary feel more at home, send a large pizza to his suite.  When the young man from Room Service returns from delivering the pizza, they ask him if the cardinal was pleased with the pizza and if he had given him a tip.  ‘Yes,’ the young man replies.
The chef feeling somewhat envious says, ‘Since I baked the pizza, I think that I should get half of the tip.’

‘Okay,’ replies the young man.  (He makes the sign of the cross.)  ‘Which half do you want?’

When we are babies, we learn by mimicking the people around us.  This way of learning continues throughout our lives and we compliment this learning with data that we store in our brains.  Mimicking unconsciously teaches us to express ourselves in a similar way as the one we mimic.  We mimic hand gestures, facial expressions, body posture, the use of particular words, and multiple other things.


Collecting data also influences how we view the world.  When Jesus asks his disciples, whom they say that he is, he receives a reply from Peter.  Both mimicking and collected data influence Peter’s reply.  The next paragraph reveals that mimicking and data – though not bad – are limited and do not take us far enough.  They are good, and they are limited.  Neither mimicking nor data bring about transformation.  They are tools of our egos, or self-created person.

Great suffering and great love are necessary for transformation to happen. When we unconsciously settle for mimicking and data, we become stuck in our limited view, without knowing that we are stuck, and fail to see the bigger picture.  We accuse, divide, judge and compare.  This is what Peter does in today’s Gospel story from Mark.


Transformation takes time and we make mistakes.  Jesus accepts and loves Peter (and the disciples).  He will continue to accept and love Peter and all of his disciples when they in their fear, run away and leave him to face condemnation and death alone.  It is the great love that Jesus offers (to his disciples), and the great suffering they experience (once they face what they have done) that transforms them.  Then, their eyes are open to see the Risen Christ.
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