24th Sunday Ordinary Time (A)


09/17/2017
Peter Maurin and Dorothy Day opened what would be called a worker house in the early 1930’s.  It was the height of the depression and thousands of people were jobless, homeless, and hungry.  Somehow three meals per day were served, and word quickly spread through the streets of New York City.

The worker house was also called a house of hospitality and no one was turned away.  Some who came to be served stayed to serve, and the number of workers grew.  Soon the house was overcrowded.  Still, no one was turned away.  Often, the soup being served was little more than a thin broth, but somehow there was always hot coffee and bread, and no one was turned away.  Being hospitable required that all be welcomed, all be served, all be respected and seen as one created by God.
Sirach shows us what happens when we hold onto wrath and anger: we become constricted.   Jesus illustrates to Peter in our Gospel story from Matthew what happens when we are constricted: we cannot serve as we are served.  The kindness of another is not receive or accepted.  Rather, we delude ourselves into thinking that we are acting in a sensible and just way.  We don’t even remember the kindness that was offered to us.

Living openly does have its difficulties.  We can’t, for example, be open with one person and not open with another person.  This leaves us feeling vulnerable and unprotected.  We could very well be cheated out of money (like the king who was settling accounts in Jesus’ story).  It also frees us to receive and accept all that God gives to us; to receive God.

This is not the message that we often hear.  Rather, we are strongly advised – pushed even – to protect ourselves against people taking advantage of us, or stealing from us.  We insure ourselves against identity theft.  We insist only particular people, who meet certain criteria, can receive Communion.  We build walls to keep out undesirables.  Each time we accept this message, we become more and more constricted, and feel justified because we are convince that this is the way God acts toward us.
Jesus’ story shows us two realities.  The first reveals the infinite openness that is God.  It is the same openness that Jesus imitates when he freely offers to any and all.  He puts no restrictions on anyone.  He judges no one.  He endures the senseless violence inflicted upon him, feels abandoned by everyone including God, and somehow openness leads to resurrection.
The second highlights the opposite of God’s openness.  The wrath and anger of the servant who throttles a peer constricts and diminishes until no life and room remain.  Torture and isolation become natural, and there is no space for happiness and resurrection.
God turns no one away!  We are created by God to live as God lives.  Left to ourselves this is impossible.  But all things are possible for God.
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