22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

09/06/2015
There have been numerous times in my life when I would finish a conversation and wonder if the other, with whom I had been conversing, heard or understood.  Other times I did not have to wonder… the anger, the raised voices, the red faces, and the bitter feelings clearly informed me that no understanding had taken place.  When such exchanges happened my initial reaction, of course, was: ‘I’m right.’
It is not unusual for us not to know that our perspective and what we are feeling do not always translate into the words that we use.  One reason for this is that we are so used to transacting business instead of relating as humans.  Someone, for example, who feels as though the relationship that they have with another is dormant, stagnant, or dissipating, might translate these feelings into words of business equality.  We might decry what we perceive as a lack of equality among peers.  This generally leads to feelings of hurt and bitterness, comparison and competition, judgment and condemnation. 
Our emphasis is upon equality that based upon human ability, gender, intelligence, or position.  When all else fails, we turn to ‘might make right.’  This might mean for some brute force and for others cunning and deceptive behavior, and for still others authority of office.  This is the business model with which we are so imbued and that feels so natural that we no longer see it operating in us.
Our second reading this weekend from James speaks directly to this way of living.  It is an instruction to see (observe) the way in which we interact with other people.  It is an invitation to hear (observe) that our words and actions are often not the reality that we say that we are living.

Pope Francis recently warned against feeling as though we hold the truth and then proceed to mistreat and demean others who we think are inferior because they see and hear truth differently.  Mercy, he says, can only be known by those who know God’s freedom to create all in God’s image, and to relate with all as God’s beloved.

The Gospel of Mark tells us that before Jesus can open the man’s ears and loose his tongue (so that he can hear and speak), Jesus must first practice hearing God’s words operating on a personal level rather than on a business transactional level.  As he practices he understands that God isn’t operating on a tit-for-tat, quid pro quo business level.  Rather, God is operating from a level of freedom that permits and generates a person to person relationship that captures our attention so completely that we are no longer concerned about our individual needs.  Then, the Gospel reveals, that Jesus discovers that his words and way of relating with others also is personal… that is, compassionate and merciful.
The reference in today’s gospel story ‘to be open’ is very similar to the language that tells us that the heavens are opened and the voice of God is heard declaring, ‘This is my beloved!’  We can’t create this kind of freedom for ourselves.  Whenever we try, we make a lesser copy that is dependent upon making comparisons, being in competition, making judgments, increasing our concern for our private freedom.  We can, however, practice knowing that we are God’s beloved… and freedom and mercy happen within us.
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