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We are unduly influenced in numerous ways without our full knowledge or consent.  It is long accepted that families develop roles (positively and negatively) for each person in the family.  We sometimes stereotype these roles and look askance at anyone who seems to rebel against a role or doesn’t fit into a prescribed role.
My Mom, for example, lived in an era in which many women – who were wives and mothers – worked in the home only.  She was in charge of the household budget, grocery shopping, preparing meals, washing clothes, cleaning the house and numerous other responsibilities especially with us, her children.  Since she was with us more than my Dad, she was also the principle disciplinarian.  (My Dad’s help was only solicited in extreme cases.)

My Mom was also the primary educator and the one who introduced us to the Catholic Religion.  Her role as wife and mother was clearly defined and rarely challenged… until, of course, we entered our teen years.  Then, her role – which had changed very little – from our perspective changed significantly.
It is a change in role perspective that is the source of conflict in most relationships.  Compatibility is fragile and is dependent upon things remaining the same.  Crisis, a child of change, requires us to see rather than ignore or hide from change.

The Jewish followers of Jesus face a crisis: more and more non-Jews (i.e. Gentiles) are becoming followers of Jesus; those who are living among Jews – who are not followers of Jesus – are finding it more difficult to reconcile the changes that are occurring; and animosity, fear, and anger are increasing.
Luke uses the teaching of Jesus in an effort to help his community to face and deal with the crisis rather than ignore or hide from it.  He says that it is a repeated conscious and honest evaluation that is required.  When we make a repeated conscious and honest evaluation, we begin to recognize and accept our limitations, ways in which we have caused hurt and harm, and ways in which reconciliation can be approached… even if compatibility never completely returns.
Unfortunately, we don’t always practice making a repeated conscious evaluation, and animosity grows into hatred, name calling, and fear.  We are driven to build walls – figuratively and physically – to keep out those that we fear or think less than ourselves.

Historically, Christians gain the upper-hand over the Jews when the Christian Religion becomes the official religion of the Roman Empire.  The unconscious and unresolved animosity and fear degenerates into hatred and violence, and eventually the desire to eliminate all Jews, also known as the final solution.
Change happens, and with change, crisis and conflict.  Jesus urges us, in today’s Gospel, to consciously and honestly evaluate our lives.  We sometimes call this daily prayer in which we practice to be open to see the ways in which we are resisting to be reconciled; the ways in which we are blaming others; and the ways in which we are ignoring our doomed efforts to be self-sufficient.
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