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08/30/2020
There have been times in my life when I really wanted to hate another person, but something within me wouldn’t allow it.  Once we experience God’s consistent openness with us, it is difficult to close ourselves completely to another.  Oh, there are moments of anger that slam the door, but the door unexpectedly opens again on its own.  We see this process in both our first reading from Jeremiah and our Gospel story from Matthew.

Jeremiah experiences God’s openness with him.  This experience opens him.  When we are open, we are open to everything.  It’s like an open door.  Fresh air and friends can readily pass through the opening, but so too does smelly air and people who would harm us.  Jesus too experiences God’s openness with him, and he discovers an openness which leads him to be in solidarity with all who hurt or are pushed to live on the margins of society… those who are rejected by church and society.  Surprisingly, he is also open to people who oppose him, and eats with all, friend and enemy alike.
Jesus must have experienced at some point another human being’s openness toward him.  Maybe it was John the Baptist or some other friend.  Maybe it was Joseph or Mary or both.  Maybe the person or persons are unknown to us.  Whoever it was, the experience impressed upon him a willingness for him to be open with others.
Peter doesn’t understand that when we are open, we are open to everything.  He – like us – wants to pick and choose.  Humanly speaking (and this is what Jesus says to Peter) his way of life of remaining open doesn’t make sense and is naturally/instinctively avoided.  Jesus calls picking and choosing, satanic.  When we don’t experience God’s openness (especially through one other person), we unavoidably accuse (which is the meaning of the word, satan).  We can’t possibly be open until we first experience openness toward us, personally.  It will require Peter to betray and deny his best friend, Jesus, and then experience a continued openness (forgiveness) in Jesus toward him, before he can stop being closed (accusing himself and others).  Theologically and experientially, this is the Spirit dwelling with us.
As we live with this experience, we more naturally (and therefore more unconsciously) open ourselves to others.  Our attention is directed more to the other and less to ourselves.  We instinctively trust that our needs will be fulfilled, so we are less afraid and more open to ‘lose our life’.  We know (without certainty and with certainty) that when we do lose our life (by being open to another), that we will ‘find it’.
PAGE  
2

