21st Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


08/25/2019
One day a man who owned a large business firm with many workers realized that he was getting no respect and a lot less work from his employees.  So he organized a special meeting and read them the riot act reminding them of the consequences of their lack of action.  The next day he also put a large sign on his office door with two words in big bold print saying: ‘THE BOSS.’
Things began to slowly improve until one afternoon, when he got back from lunch, his secretary was waiting for him with a message from his wife.  She smirked as she gave the message to him.  He opened it and it said: ‘I want my sign back.’
Strong love and/or strong suffering are needed for us to find that we are on the path that results in transformation happening to us.  Until transformation happens to us, we have difficulty accepting that goodness is its own reward (we can’t merit an additional reward such as heaven), and sin/evil is its own punishment (we aren’t given an additional punishment such as hell). Without transformation we rely upon another’s sign to give us authority.  Once we experience transformation, we can say with Saint Catherine of Siena: ‘I am in heaven all the way to heaven, and in hell all the way to hell.’
It isn’t God who judges us to reward us or punish us; we do one or the other (or both) to ourselves.  When we don’t recognize ourselves as love’s reflection, our doors are closed and they cannot be opened.  When we do recognize (no matter how little) that we are love’s reflection, our doors are open (sometimes just a crack) and cannot be closed.

  We, like those in today’s Gospel story from Luke, might find ourselves saying: ‘Lord, open the door for us.'  And again: ‘We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets.’  But when our doors are closed, almost everything is about ourselves, and so Christ can’t open the door that we have closed.  When our doors are open however, much is about communal relationships, and no one can close them.  Salvation is always a relationship of equals and never a business relationship between unequals.
So how can we know if our door is open or closed?  One way that I have found to be helpful is by learning to be aware of the way that I relate with other people and creation.  (This generally requires that we also learn not to judge and condemn our self.)  If the way in which I am relating results in my easily and quickly taking offense, being impatient, finding no compassion, seeking revenge, causing needless divisions, or speaking negatively and disparagingly about others, there is a pretty good chance that our door is closed.

If the way in which I am relating results in my not easily or quickly taking offense, being patient, finding unsummoned compassion being offered, forgiving, creating community, or speaking positively and encouragingly about others, there is a pretty good chance that our door is open.

Self-reflection (which we sometimes call prayer) and the help of one or two other people that we trust can help us to see when our door is closed and when it is open.  That is one of the greatest gift that we can offer each other.
PAGE  
2

