21st Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


08/22/2021
Scott, after experiencing renewed enthusiasm for his religion, decides to become a door-to-door evangelist.  He comes to the home of a man intrigued to hear a Catholic evangelist.  As Scott speaks with him, someone else knocks on the door.  The man lets in two Jehovah Witnesses, eager to see what will happen.

Well, Scott and the Witnesses go back and forth.  Finally, one of the Witnesses picks up his briefcase and pulls out a small bottle.  He places it on the table in front of Scott saying, ‘This is poison.  Your Bible says true disciples of Jesus will be able to drink deadly poison and live.  If you truly believe, drink it!’
Scott looks hard at the bottle of poison.  Then in a flash of inspiration, he says, ‘I can do something even better.’
Then, he pushes the bottle across the table, and says, ‘You drink the poison then I will raise you from the dead!’
Most likely, this story is not true but it does make a point. We all have to make a choice to follow Christ… repeatedly.  In today's Gospel story, John tells us that many of the followers of Christ choose to leave him.
The Scriptures repeatedly reveal that it is important for us to be consciously aware of our-selves.  Self-awareness helps us to see our options.  A lack of conscious awareness leads us to accept the default, which is always the way of life of our family, culture and untransformed religion.  Knowing our-selves – that is, being consciously aware – is an important first step in our human journey, and in our following Christ.

Conscious awareness opens us to the possibility that we are more than what we assume we are or what others tell us that we are.  It reveals a choice that needs choosing numerous times.  Alcoholics Anonymous speaks of a similar need to remain consciously aware in order to remain sober.  Without conscious awareness, addiction easily takes over our lives. 
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