20th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


08/18/2019
Jeremiah delivers a message that scolded those in power.  He unearths a way of life that they have come to accept.  It is a way of life that is void of God even though people often speak about God and do their religious practices.  He tells the people that ‘goodness is its own reward, and evil is its own punishment.’  His message is not well received, and so when he also says, ‘God intends to save you, because you are loved.’ this message also goes unheard, and Jeremiah is seen as a threat.

We are a mixture.  We are created in God’s image and likeness and we act as though we are someone else.  Both are true…simultaneously.  When we can’t see that we are both/and, we tend to choose the negative (our false self) rather than the positive (our true self).  The fire that Jesus longs to ignite is the fire of God’s love.  Fire can be both: helpful and harmful.

Environmentalists for many years could see only the destruction that wildfires cause.  Eventually they began to also see the good that wildfires do in promoting life and generating new growth.  The ability to see both/and led to different approaches when wildfires rage.  So too in our lives.  Nothing can separate us from God because God dwells with us, but we do forget… for many reasons.
Forgetfulness can be a side effect of success.  It can be the result of our experiencing abuse by another.  Forgetfulness often is caused by our unknowingly ingesting beliefs of a culture or a religion.  It can be a refusal on our part (like the societal and religious hierarchy in our first reading from Jeremiah) to accept the reality in which we live.

Doctor Scott Peck many years ago wrote a book entitled, People of the Lie.  He, in the book, describes various situations in which people accept a lie about themselves that results in their experiencing pain and suffering, or they cause pain and suffering in others (usually both).  People living a lie easily take offense.  They find ways to discredit others by denouncing others as liars, or by using disparaging names or remarks about others.  They present everything that they are doing as perfect: as the best and greatest… and they believe it, despite reality revealing something completely different.
Truth isn’t a static concept that once achieved provides us with a sense of superiority.  Truth is a relationship that continually evolves and develops as we evolve and develop.  Truth, as a result, can cause anger and division, because it is a relationship in which people grow, evolve, and develop, resulting in less compatibility and uniformity.  Truth is the child of love and not of fear, which allows expansion rather than contraction.
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