20th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


08/19/2018
I have had the pleasure to meet or to learn from several wise people.  I consider myself blessed.  Wisdom isn’t something that can be taught.  It doesn’t necessarily come with age.  It is a product of a person remaining open to all possibilities; being able to see beyond either/or thinking, and is accepting of paradox as normal.

Intelligence has little or nothing to do with wisdom.  Wisdom, rather, is knowing who we are in this universe and beyond this universe, and feeling comfortable in our own skin.  Wisdom generally goes unnoticed because it isn’t flamboyant; has no need for drama; and lives a particular way, not because it is expected, or it would cause guilt if another way of life is lived, but because the particular way of life lived best expresses who we are.  Wisdom cannot be known by the limited/finite person that we create (EGO).  Wisdom can only be experienced by the person that is created by God.
Wisdom instructs us that God has one desire: that we are free to share love with God.  Many obstacles prevent our sharing.  Feelings of guilt, unworthiness, betrayal, a lack of awareness, and numerous other feelings and thoughts cause us to resist.  We accept that which we feel safe and acceptable, but feelings generated by either/or thinking tell us we can’t be loved by God because we are involved with other people and things.  We are taught that love is exclusive and cannot be shared; either we love God or we love humans.
The crowd in today’s Gospel story from John is a good example.  They hear and feel Jesus wanting to share the love that God is sharing with him, so that, having shared this love, they too are freed to share God’s love for them, but it is too much for them.  They resist.  They are afraid.  They find reasons why sharing love isn’t possible.  They quarrel among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’
The crowd resists based upon their religious beliefs.  Religion, which is means to re-connect, is often misused to separate.  We determine what is acceptable and what isn’t acceptable.  We determine what is needed.  We determined what prevents God from loving us, and what permits God to love us.
Our determinations come from the rules and regulations that we create in our religions and in our societies to keep order.  These rules and regulations – in themselves – serve a purpose.  Unfortunately, they are passed onto us as though God commands us to keep them, and order – rather than chaos – becomes the expected and demanded way of life.  One of the main reasons that Jesus is condemned to death is because he invites us to know God in chaos.

Chaos is open-ended.  Order is closed.  Love can only be openly shared.  Sharing, as God desires to share with us, can’t be ordered or dictated.  God’s sharing with us happens to us.  Mired unconsciously in order, we are distracted by guilt and the various other taboos ingrained into us by family, religion and society.

Only God can free us to accept sharing, and we place our hope in God to free us.  After all, it is God’s only desire.  It is a desire that makes the Incarnation – the divine becoming human - possible. 
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