20th Sunday Ordinary Time (A)


08/16/2020
Many years ago the Nobel Peace Prize winner Elie Wiesel was invited to speak on the topic: After Auschwitz, Can We Still Believe!  The large hall, in which he would speak, quickly filled to listen to the recollections of someone who survived the furnaces of Dachau.  Thin and fragile, Wiesel stood at the podium for nearly an hour telling one story after another of the horror and despair of those bleak days in the 1930s and 1940s.  His stories were of people confused with their imprisonment and sometimes destroyed because they survived and so many didn’t.  Painfully, silently, the audience relived the events of Wiesel's young life when he was the only surviving member of his family.

Finally the stories ceased.  His eyes dropped to the floor.  There was no sound at all in that mammoth room for what seemed an agonizing eternity.  Then he repeated the question, ‘After Auschwitz, can we still believe in a loving God?’  He slowly shook his head, saying sadly, ‘No, no, it isn’t possible.’  Then, with a palpable conviction whispered, ‘But we do!’ 
It hasn’t been easy to listen to or read the news:  A pandemic raging and cutting short the lives of seemingly countless people.  Fear and anxiety infecting an even greater number of people.  The increase of paranoia resulting in binge shopping and the unprecedented number of people buying guns.  The carefully covered discrimination that influences our lives flaring up into a conflagration of confrontations, riots, and violence.  The inflamed rhetoric of politicians and other media-identified personalities causing ever-greater divisions in societies here and throughout the world.  Is it possible for us to still experience a loving God?
The oppression by government, church and religious leaders; illness and disease; riots, discrimination, and violence; arrests and killings steadily happen in Jesus’ time.  Jews are belittled and oppressed by the Romans, and Jews denigrate and discriminate against other Semites like the Samaritans or Gentiles, women, and anyone with a disease.  Jesus is influenced by his culture and religion, and every so often is effected by the unconscious discrimination so prevalent.  Today’s Gospel story form Matthew is a good example.
It isn’t easy to remain open when we are insulted or abused.  The door that protects us is always ready to slam shut.  Like the discrimination that continues today, some Jews and Jewish leaders thought themselves better than the other Semites (and Gentiles) living in Palestine.  They misunderstood what it means to be the chosen people of God.  Some Roman Catholics copy the mistaken identity of superiority.  The early Christians – once they are adopted by the Roman government and other military cultures through the years – utilized the military might at their disposal to dominate rather than love.

Jesus – being human – is influenced by the Jewish prejudice.  His initial reaction to the Canaanite woman comes from this bias.  Her remaining open, however, catches his attention, and he recognizes his prejudice.  Her remaining nonviolently open helps Jesus to repent, and healing happens.
Our nonviolently remaining open transforms us… and sometimes affects others too.
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