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A priest has two pet parrots.  He teaches them the rosary, which they repeat to the delight and edification of all who hear them.  One day his aunt approaches him.  She also has a pet parrot.  Unlike her nephew’s parrots, her bird has developed the habit of saying at the most inopportune times: ‘Oh boy! What a babe! Let’s get it on!’
Distraught, she is ready to give her parrot away.  The priest however suggests that she allow her parrot to stay with his parrots for a time.  ‘Maybe,’ he says, ‘they can teach your bird to repeat the rosary.’

His aunt is delighted with this idea and brings her bird to the rectory the next day.  They place the bird in the same room with the priest’s parrots.  No sooner is the parrot in the room when the aunt’s bird says aloud, ‘Oh boy! What a babe! Let’s get it on!’
Hopeful that her parrot will soon learn something more wholesome they leave the room.  Just as the door swings closed, however, they hear one of the priest’s parrots say to the other, ‘Thank God! Our prayers are answered!’
The insight of the writer of Noah and the Ark story is incredible and often overlooked.  The (rain) bow in the sky needs both the rain and the sun.  It is not visible otherwise.  When we focus exclusively on one or the other, like the people in our opening story about the parrots do, we miss the beauty of the two combined.
The transformation that happens in Jesus requires that he first see and then let go of the unconscious cultural and religious biases that unduly influence his life.  Seeing the biases to which we cling and those that cling to us can be painful.  They are so integral to our self-identity and understanding that we are genuinely afraid that we will die without them!

The Gospel of Mark does not elaborate (like Luke & Matthew) on the ways in which Jesus first sees, and then integrates the cultural and religious biases that unconsciously influence his life.  Human temptations, however, most often center on those things that we resist changing (e.g. power, prestige, and possessions).

When we try to get rid of temptations (or sin), we prevent ourselves from seeing beauty.  Beauty is always a combination of God’s love and human error.  We cannot see the indiscriminate love that is God without also seeing our unconscious human tendencies with our biases toward power, prestige, and possessions.

Some kind of quiet is necessary for our eyes to see.  Noise – which is more than sound – distracts us, making it impossible for us to see the biases that unconsciously influence our lives.  It is easier – as the tempter implies in the story that Matthew and Luke tell – to remain blind, and there is truth in what the tempter says!  There are also consequences.  The primary consequence is blindness: we deny that God, other people, and creation are in union with us.  The way in which we live our lives reflects our denial.
Lent is a good time to pray, ‘Help me to see. Help me to want to see.’
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