19th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


08/11/2019
Many (most?) of us are imbued with a mentality that fears going without.  It is the mentality of the limited person that we create.  If we are successful we don’t often consciously think about going without because we generally are at the front of the line.  It’s when we are not as successful as someone else (and we are always comparing and competing so as to know where we are in line) that the fear grips us.  Then, we frightfully ask ourselves, ‘Will there be enough for me?’
It is for this reason that when we hear the Good News, we can’t hear it with the scarcity mentality or we reinterpret it.  The Good News says two things: God makes life a win-win situation; and God gives with infinite abundance.  When we are dominated by a business mentality (something that most of us are), win-win isn’t possible.  It isn’t practical.  It feels boring.   We have to have winners and losers or our way of life is nonsense.  Put into religious terms, there have to be those who go to ‘heaven’ (the winners) and those who go to ‘hell’ (the losers).

It is little wonder that the message of Jesus often goes unheard.  His message is win-win and abundance, and that message doesn’t make any sense when we are drawing only from our own resources, or we are threatened by it.  One way that we see this played out in present day is by our building walls to keep people out because there isn’t enough (we fear) for everyone.  Once we know the infinite abundance with which God gives, however, we are free from our fear, and, instead of building walls, we search for ways to help people who flee their countries because of poverty or violence, by encouraging change to happen in their countries.  One way that we do this is by offering help and monetary assistance to better educate the people living in these countries.  Such an offer must, however, not be condescending, but as an equal.
Moving from a win-lose point-of-view to a win-win point-of-view isn’t possible when we are relying solely upon our own resources.  We become too quickly afraid or we run out of resources. Rather, it is when we experience that God eagerly desires to share with us everything that we need and infinity more than we need, that such a transformation can happen, and we are freed to share with others in a win-win way.
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