19th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


08/08/2021
I suspect that we are familiar with the question, ‘Why fix something that ain’t broke?’  We unconsciously readily accept that mentality especially with family, society, government, or religious systems.  We hear this question asked in today’s story from the Gospel of John.

Jesus offers a different way of living based on the covenant of neighbors (that includes our enemies) in which a constant restoration occurs or forgiving of debt.  Those who are murmuring against him prefer a system that extracts riches (food, money, energy, morality of the body, etc.) from the poor until the poor are so indebted to the system that they become slaves.  An addiction develops.  As a result, the crowd murmurs because Jesus does not with the system to which they are addict.  He undermines the addictive system by ignoring it.
The prophet, Elijah, also undermines the addictive system by being receptive to the abundance of God, and rain, which has not fallen in three years, falls torrentially.  Then he comes face to face with the system (i.e. the city gates) once again and all of the energy flowing through him dries up.  The system (king and queen) sucks so much life from Elijah that he has nothing left.  He is depressed and destitute, in today’s first reading from First Kings, and wants to die.
He later expresses that why he wants to die is because he feels alone and isolated (common traits of addiction).  God assures him, however, that he is not alone and isolated.  God, further, assures him that others live the covenant of neighbors (community) and they will support him.  The power in our concern for each other undermines the system of everyone for them-selves and frees us from the indebted slavery imposed by this system.

Communion represents – acts out – the covenant of neighbors (community), and models for us the abundance of God who gives freely to all and encourages us to do the same.  Jesus, who accepts the model that God offers, invites all to receive as a gift, food and drink, his body and blood.  No longer living as a slave of the system, however, can be scary, and the temptation to re-enter an addiction to the system is always present.
We see how strong this temptation is, unfortunately, in some who want to extract from God’s people, by making Communion assessable only to those who obey the system.  This unconscious extraction process talks about worthiness and purity and prevents the free flow of God in and through our communal lives, and impoverishes the church.  The hope that God gives to Elijah is the same hope that God offers to us.  We are not alone and isolated.  Always some live the covenant of neighbors – community – and mutually support each other.
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