18th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


08/04/2019
A number of years ago a business person was attempting to make sense of the way a parish operates.  The scope and purpose of the parish didn’t make sense to him.  As a business person he had learned, for example, that unless a business increased its earnings each year, the business was failing.  Based on this approach the focus of the parish should have been on how to increase the profit margin.

This is what the rich man in the story that Jesus tells in Luke’s Gospel is doing.  He is being practical.  He is acting with great business acumen!  He is ensuring that he can accommodate a larger profit margin.  Such a perspective (which can be a difficult perspective not to have especially with the insecurity generated by an image of an angry God) is contrary to the way of life Jesus invites us to live.

Following Christ begins with our image of God undergoing a transformation, which results in our being transformed (not God).  If transformation isn’t happening in our lives, we are being led by a spirit generated by the human psyche (our ego) that is limited and afraid.  It needs more and more and more, and can never be satisfied (like an addiction).  This is living in hell – now.

When transformation is happening in our lives, God’s spirit is leading us, and we discover that what we receive keeps expanding (like the multiplication of loaves) and is ever more inclusive.  Instead of causing what we need to live to become scarce, our sharing with others creates greater abundance.  Why? Because we are drawing not from our own resources but from God’s resources.
This is so foreign to our way of life that it takes a major transformation to happen to us; we need to be healed.  Otherwise we continue to lament with Qoheleth that all is in vain: our efforts to increase our profit margins, for example, at some point will fail.  When they do, we will recognize – at least momentarily – how foolish we are relying on our own resources.  God waits patiently for such a moment to happen so that healing is possible and transformation can begin.

Unfortunately, when failure is felt, many of us also fail to realize that we are relying on our own resources.  Then, we begin looking for people to blame, or we turn our anger inward.  Somehow God finds ways to circumvent our efforts to blame someone else, or ourselves.  Sometimes someone who loves us looks patiently for ways to help us to see.  It’s still painful, but we also find the strength and the courage that come from knowing that we are loved.
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