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Our lives are a series of changes.  We live in fluid until we are born.  Then, we are thrust into a completely different world in which oxygen is breathed directly.  We gradually learn that we are separate from others, which seems to lead us to explore by first crawling and then walking and then running.  We begin to test the limits of what is permissible, what is acceptable, what is punishable until we finally assume individual control of our lives.  When this stops working, we seek connections with others and possibly God.  Finally, many of us return to being dependent upon others, in some ways like we were when we were very young.
Often, for many of us, complaining accompanies each change… like the Hebrew people in our first reading from Exodus.  We want what we want, and if we don’t get what we want when we want it, we are disgruntled.  Often, for many of us, we seek out what we have enjoyed… like the people in our Gospel story from John.
The Gospel writer has Jesus point beyond their being fed.  He, in the story, invites the crowd to know that God provides for them eternally.  Once we experience God providing for us personally, we discover that the experience overflows and we begin to share with others.  We run into difficulty, however, when we forget that we are only conduits and as a result, begin placing expectations and restrictions on those with whom we are sharing.  Then, those with whom we are sharing are required to experience God as we experience God.  Conformity and uniformity become the only acceptable norm.  No exceptions are permitted. 

We see such intolerance when there is a reaction to one thing or another.  Then, only that which is deem morally acceptable behavior is tolerated.  When we are operating from this frame of mind, we cannot see or completely discount, for example, the good that has resulted from a person’s life once they have been found to have been less than perfect.  The knee jerk reaction when this happens is to condemn and throw the person away.  We have zero tolerance.

God does not condone our hurtful actions, and God does not condemn or through us away.  God, through it all, patiently receives us, feeds us, and loves us – even when we are less than perfect – and God is with those who have been hurt by our actions.
As impossible as it is for us to accept an immoral change in ourselves and especially in others, God provides us what is necessary.  Like a newborn baby who often must be encouraged to gulp in their first breath outside the womb, so too do we need to be encouraged to experience God’s unending love.
The Hebrews miss experiencing God-with-them because they focus on what they want.  They quickly become intolerant.  Moses is condemned and thrown away.  Those in the crowd of today’s Gospel, once they stop getting what they want, become intolerant of Jesus.  Intolerance – once recognized – can help us see that we have stopped being open to God-with-us and have begun demanding zero tolerance to anything unacceptable to us.
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