17th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


07/29/2018
A priest makes a home visit to one of the younger families in the parish.  A five-year-old boy answers the door and tells the priest that his mother will be with him shortly.  Looking to make conversation, the priest asks the little boy, ‘What would you like to be when you grow up?’
The boy immediately answers, ‘I'd like to be possible.’
‘What do you mean by that?’ the puzzled priest asks.

‘Well, you see,’ the boy replies, ‘just about every day my mom tells me that “I'm impossible!”’
We switch to the Gospel of John beginning this weekend, and hear about the feeding of the five thousand.  This is part of the ‘bread of life’ narrative in the Gospel, and becomes John’s version of the first Eucharistic meal.  (Recall that John’s Gospel has Jesus wash the disciples’ feet during the Passover meal.)

The feeding, like the washing of the feet, isn’t something that those following Jesus demand, earn, or expect.  Rather, both are moments in which something is given unexpectedly.  Most are receptive, but there are those (like Peter at the Passover meal) who refuse the gift.  Unfortunately, we too continue to put restrictions on a gift that is freely given without expectations, demands, or criteria. 

It is also interesting to note, then, (like in the Synoptic Gospels’ versions of today’s story about the multitude being fed) Jesus isn’t concerned about who is eating.  He doesn’t instructed the disciple to make sure that each person is worthy to eat, or is pure, or is a true believer, or that they agree with everything that he says, or what kind of lifestyle that they are living.  No, Jesus directs the disciples to distribute the bread and fish until all who are gathered have had their fill.  That instruction is the only instruction that the disciples receive.

The abundance of bread and fish that comes from this openness fills twelve wicker baskets once everyone has eaten.  It makes one wonder what God else can do when we are open….
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