17th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


07/25/2021
Many years ago, my friend, Kevin, and I went on a tour to several baseball parks.  The pilgrimage involved a Sunday.  Normally, we seek a church where we can join with the community to celebrate Eucharist; but we had no idea where a church might be, and had no means of transportation.  So, we celebrated Eucharist in our motel room.  The scripture passage was a different version of the same gospel story that we hear today in John – the feeding of the multitude.

I shared that day what I continue to feel today, that I often feel inadequate and overwhelmed by what life presents to me.  My feelings are similar to that of the disciples who are dumbfounded when Jesus tells them to feed all who have gathered in that deserted area.  ‘I don’t have enough resources!’ is my usual exclamation.  What I really mean is, ‘I don’t have enough in reserve.’  I fail to trust, and therefore I am afraid to fail.
The prophet, Elisha, of our first reading, and, Jesus, in our Gospel reading do trust that everything we need, we can find in our concern for each other.  Their actions, then, are subversive.  Unlike the system in which those in authority, extract from the poor to enrich themselves, and sincerely believe that the poor are better because of the extractions, Elisha and Jesus share and restore (they forgive debts).  They ignore the propaganda that the system has the authority to save, and promote the covenant of neighbors (our concern for each other saves).  That is, they encourage people to be compassion with and toward each other.

They know that trusting in the system of extraction (creating a personal reserve) to provide for the needs of the people, does not work.  Instead of sustaining provision, such trust in extraction brings scarcity, famine, and death.  When people relate communally, abundance follows, but we have nothing tangible to reassure us.  Concern and compassion for a neighbor is the polar opposite of accusation and judgment.  Jesus captures this reality in today’s story in John, and again when he says, ‘Take and eat…take and drink.’  Who are we to accuse and judge?
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