16th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


07/22/2018
A story tells us about God becoming curious one day.  He wonders just how many people are actually living in a manner that reflects the compassion that God expresses toward us.   So, God sends Michael, a favor angel, to find out.  When Michael returns to God with the news that only five percent are living such a life, God can’t believe it.   A second angel, this time Gabriel, is sent.  When Gabriel returns, his report is the same; and he adds to the report that the five percent are growing weary.  This prompts God to decide to encourage the five percent.
After dismissing several ideas, God settles upon using modern technology.  He sends an e-mail to each person who make up the five percent.

Can anyone here tell me what the e-mail says?  Ah, I see that none of us got one!
Our religion is unduly influenced by Greek Philosophy for good and for ill.  For good because Greek Philosophy provides a language in which the concepts concerning God, Jesus, and the Spirit can be expressed.  For ill because Greek Philosophy provides a language in which the concepts concerning God, Jesus, and the Spirit can be expressed.  We lose – among other things – the Jewish (or Semitic) way of viewing God and ourselves.
One example: the word perfect is defined completely different by Greek Philosophy from Jewish theology.  The Greek definition of the word, perfect, is to be without fault.  The Jewish definition of the word, perfect, is to be compassionate toward others, especially those who are most vulnerable. 
It is compassion that we find in today’s Gospel story from Mark when Jesus first invites the disciples to come apart by themselves because they are tired; and when he sees and responds to the people who have gathered.  Compassion is a trait and characteristic of God.
God is always for others.  This is compassion: being draw out of ourselves so that we can do for others.  It isn’t something that we (completely) choose to do.  It is something that also happens to us because we know that all of our needs are being met by another.  This way of living is our being in a healthy relationship with another or others.
Jesus expresses this way of living as ‘the first will be last;’ and again ‘the greatest among you will serve the rest.’  The human trait that feels the need to dominate is the exact opposite: ‘the first insures that the last remain the last;’ and ‘the greatest are served by the rest.’  We justify the human trait by promoting an image of God who acts in a like manner: God, instead of being compassionate, is a tyrant who judges everyone; rewarding and punishing based on a whim.
Jesus proclaims and lives a very different image of God.  Our Gospel reading for this weekend clearly shows that for Jesus, God is compassionate, and encourages us to be compassionate as God is compassionate.
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