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07/14/2019
There is a story about a group of soldiers who were traveling through the desert during WWII.  A day out from their base the jeep in which they were traveling stopped working.  They had some water and rations but not enough to have them safely return to their base or reach their destination.  So they waited for help to arrive.

As they waited their supply of water diminished and then was used up.  Desperately they tried to find a way to remain alive but failed in their efforts.  When help did arrive, all were found dead from dehydration.  One of the rescuers looking around shook his head with frustration and grief.  None of those waiting for help realized that the jeep had plenty of water in the radiator.
Deuteronomy is a later book of instructions for Israel.  Most likely it is orally developed and finally written shortly before or shortly after the collapse of Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel.  The book is linked to a revival that takes place – we are told – when scrolls are found in the temple during a renovation.  Following the collapse of Judah, Deuteronomy takes on greater significance.  It reminds those who have been exiled that YHWH continues to be with them.

This is a very different perspective for the Jewish people.  Like many of us who believe that God dwells only in a church, they had been instructed, had come to believe, and had accepted that God dwelt only in the temple.  Even when Deuteronomy is discovered, the full impact can’t be felt because the temple continued to exist.
It is only when the temple is destroyed and they are removed from their homeland to live among the Babylonians, does Deuteronomy gain importance.  The Jewish people have to find another way that God can be worshipped.  The solution that Deuteronomy offers is heard in our first reading: the people are to heed the voice of YHWH.  And where can they hear YHWH’s voice?  Deuteronomy says: "For this command that I enjoin on you today is not too mysterious and remote for you.  It is not up in the sky, that you should say, 'Who will go up in the sky to get it for us
and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?'  Nor is it across the sea, that you should say, 'Who will cross the sea to get it for us and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?'  No, it is something very near to you, already in your mouths and in your hearts; you have only to carry it out."
Jesus in today’s Gospel story from Luke builds on the instruction of Deuteronomy.  When he is asked how to inherit eternal life, he asks the scholar what is his understanding.  Once the scholar quotes the Schema (‘You shall love the Lord your God…’ and Luke has him add love of neighbor), Jesus makes a significant but small change.  He moves from a belief to action (or praxis).  Catching the delicate shift, the scholar asks for clarification.
Jesus could have used an example of a Jew helping another Jew, but that would not have made much of an impact.  Such action is expected.  So he uses someone who is thought to be hated by God, a Samaritan, as his example of one who puts into action the Schema, while the good Jews who recite the Schema hundreds of time each day fail to put into action their belief. 
We can look for God and never find God because we have forgotten that God dwells in and acts through each person and in all of creation.
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