15th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


07/15/2018
A story is told of a traveler who boards a train in New York City.  Immediately he seeks out the porter and says, ‘Look, I want to get off in Washington, D.C., but once I'm asleep it's very difficult for me to wake up.  Sometimes I say nasty things I don't really mean.  Here is five dollars.  Please, no matter what I say, don't be offended; just wake me up and put me off the train in Washington.’
Hours later, he awakens as the train pulls into the station at Richmond, Virginia, 100 miles past Washington, his destination. The man is furious. He finds the porter and angrily denounces him for his incompetence.

The train conductor takes the porter aside.  ‘What happened?’ he asks.  ‘I've never seen anyone that angry!’
The porter replies, ‘Then you should have seen the guy I put off in Washington.’

We hear Amaziah, in our first reading this weekend, sounding equally irate at the prophet Amos.  The political prophet, Amaziah, whose bread is buttered by the king, is offended and righteously outraged by what Amos has to say, and assumes that he (Amos) too is peddling a political ideology.  Amos responds that he belongs to no political power.  The message that he brings does not belong to him.  He is a mouthpiece.  He has no agenda.  

The disciples in our Gospel story from Mark are in a similar situation.  They are sent and instructed by Jesus what they are to take; what they are to do; what they are to say.  They own nothing.  They are mouthpieces.  They have no agenda.

This is impossible for any one of us to do completely.  The prophet, Amos, does reveal an agenda periodically as he converses with Amaziah.  The disciples rejoice at their success.  It isn’t possible for us to only be a mouthpiece.  The person that we create wants some credit and attention.  When this happens, as often as it happens, we unknowingly close ourselves.  We take ownership and create an agenda.
We insist (without truly knowing that we are insisting) that we have something to give, and inadvertently act as though we have no need to receive.  That is, anything that someone has to offer us isn’t needed or can’t be received because then we would feel obligated. The instructions to the prophet, Amos, and to the disciples purposely puts them in a position of receiving and of need.  They own nothing.


Giving can help us feel like we are in charge/control.  Receiving can cause us to feel obligated and out of control.  Unless, of course, we also feel entitled to get payment or a reward for our services.  Then, we unknowingly push our ideology rather than being a conduit.


Jesus repeatedly reminds himself and others that everything that he has, everything that he says, everything that he does originates not in himself, but is a gift received from God.  What you receive as a gift, he instructs his disciples, give as a gift.  Only in this way can we be open to God flowing through us, and the anger that comes from unfulfilled expectations is kept at bay.
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