14th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

07/05/2015
Paul Harvey, in one of his ‘And that’s the rest of the story’ segments, tells the story of Joe, who was born into a family of Sicilian immigrants, a family who had a three hundred year history as fishermen.  Joe's dad was a fisherman.  His brothers were fishermen.  Joe, however, was made sick by the smell of raw fish and the motion of a rocking boat.

Joe, in a family where the only acceptable way to earn a living was by fishing, was a failure.  His dad used to refer to his son as ‘good for nothing.’
Joe believed his dad.  He believed that his attempts at other types of work were an admission of failure, but he just couldn't stand the smell of the fishing business.  This urged Joe to try something with which he was successful: playing baseball.  His failure as a fisherman leads Joe to move to another line of work, and he (Joe DiMaggio) became a great success in the game of baseball.


The Scriptures present to us two worldviews.  One is a creation of the ego-self in which judgment and competition, comparison and envy, hoarding and fear unduly influence us to live in a very small and somewhat manageable and limited world in which scarcity rules.  This worldview requires us to ‘get ours’ before others ‘get theirs’ and because we are so fragile, to project onto others our failings.  It demands that we protect the truth about ourselves, God and others, as we know it.
The other worldview is the creation of God in which mercy and compassion free us to embrace a world without limits.  This worldview permits us to freely give of ourselves because we know that we have everything that we need in abundance.

Our second reading this weekend from Second Corinthians is Paul attempting to help the people of Corinth make the necessary daily choice to live in God’s worldview.  It is a worldview that permits our shortcomings not to defeat us, but be seen as a way by which God acts in our lives.  Paul’s way of saying this is: ‘a thorn in the flesh was given to me, an angel of Satan, to beat me.’  Eventually, he says, he comes to recognize this ‘thorn’ as the means by which he, Paul, comes to know the abundant power of God ‘at work in him.’
The gospel writer, Mark, reveals these two worldviews throughout the Gospel, and, in particular, with the people ‘of his native place.’  Those who ‘take offense’ at Jesus are said to be ‘lacking in faith.’  That is, they are not choosing to live in the worldview created by God in which God provides for us with abundance.  Rather, they are choosing to live in the worldview of their own making in which there is never enough for everyone.
Mark also hints that the unfortunate event helps Jesus to learn and as a result expands his ministry beyond the initial limited boundaries that he had set for himself.  This process of learning from his failures (such as his failure to win over his neighbors) permits him to see God in these failures moving him in another direction.  It opens his eyes to see that God’s abundance is urging him to allow the self-imposed boundaries to be expanded.  It whispers in his heart that God is with everyone and not with just a select few.
When we practice choosing (which is a daily practice) to live in God’s view of the world, our failures and shortcomings are transformed from moments of shame and embarrassment (in which we judge, compare, and compete), to encounters with God in which the fear of not having enough becomes a grateful receiving in abundance.
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