14th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


07/07/2019
Many of us know someone or have met someone who lived through the depression of the 1930’s.  Everything (for most people) was scarce.  It included the middle of this country becoming a dust bowl, making the growing of crops impossible.  My Mom, for example, left school when she turned 16 to take a very low paying job in manufacturing (which she felt lucky to have), so that her family could have some food to eat and a place to live.
This time period left a wound within people from which many who lived through it never fully recovered.  There was always a fear that things would become scarce again and that there wouldn’t be enough.  And many in religion were also adversely affected by the fear caused by scarcity.  This often resulted people developing in an image of God in which the Divine used fear of punishment to keep us from sinning.
Such an image of God however, is much too small and inaccurate.  It is an image created by fear rather than love.  It is an image in which violence is the solution to everything, and the belief that we dominate and conquer or we are dominated and conquered, becomes the accepted point of view.  It is a similar image of God that infected the Israelites who are in exile and to whom Isaiah is speaking in our first reading.
The prophet is offering (in our first reading) to the Jewish exiles an image (of God) that is difficult for them to swallow.  Instead of an image in which God gives grudgingly and with stipulations, it is an image of God giving infinitely abundantly.  It feels like, in some ways, a way too idyllic image of God loving Israel so deeply that nothing is too great!  It is an image rejected by some but also – somehow – captures the imagination of other exiles, so that when political changes occur and they are released to return to their homeland, many make the journey.  It is an image that as humans, we roll our eyes and dismiss as fanciful and unrealistic. 
So, what image of God do we have?  Is our image of God of one who gives niggardly and grudgingly?  Does our image of God cause us fear because we see God as angry and judgmental?  Is our image of God as someone who has expectations of us that we have first, to figure out, and second, to fulfill perfectly?  Do we envision God as the cause of suffering and pain, or as one who writes in a book what we have done wrong and what we have done right?  Is our image of God as one who controls our lives instead of one who is with us as we evolve and develop?
An exercise that we might find helpful is to take a few moments to get a glimpse of our image of God.  (We might need some help doing this exercise because it is sometimes difficult for us to see our image of God.)  Once we get a glimpse of our image of God we might also glimpse the image that we have of ourselves.
The image that we have is neither good nor bad.  It simply is.  Sometimes it can help for us to hear (and at some point possibly accept) that goodness is its own reward, and evil is its own punishment.  If we are mistreating the earth, for example, eventually the mistreatment will lead to a natural disaster.
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