14th Sunday Ordinary Time (A)


07/05/2020
We are influenced by the culture in which we live and our language is limited.  This comes into play when we read Scripture, including the letters of Saint Paul.  One word that he uses, for example, that unfortunately has had a detrimental effect, is the word, flesh.

The word – through the years – has been interpreted to mean sexual actions and impurity.  This however, is not Paul’s intent when he uses this word.  Rather, he is speaking about the person that we create.  Modern psychology uses the word, ego.  Ego forms naturally, is necessary for us to learn and grow, and is completely dependent upon comparisons and competitions, judgments and condemnations, to live.

Initially, a newborn cannot/does not have the capacity to see and understand her/his self as separate.  Everything is one and united.  There are no distinctions.  The process of learning however, requires us to differentiate and divide by making distinctions.  We break everything down so that we can recognize differences.  This process brings us into an either/or, all or nothing world view.  This world perspective requires competition, comparison, success, rigidity, in-groups and out-groups, directives/laws, purity codes – all of which are external – to survive.

Our egos do not relate with others, they use, control, and manipulate others.  The goal is self-sufficiency, and not mutual love.  Paul’s use of the Greek word sarx/flesh therefore has nothing to do with sex or impurity.  Rather, he intuits that our egos/flesh are too small and limiting, and non-relational.   Ego prevents and resists our ability to relate with God as God relates with us.

Paul therefore teaches us that we need to find ways for our egos to be quieted.  A key ingredient in this process is community and relating with others as peers and equals.  Our egos are hierarchical, so our egos can’t comprehend community, can’t accept or understand peers and equals.  Our egos always need winners and losers, those who are in charge and those who must submit, those who are masters/mistresses and those who are slaves or perhaps servants.  Community opens us to combine and unite, to relate as peers and equals, the direct opposite of what ego does. There is no hierarchy in community.  There is only different gifts that are used for the good of all.  Paul tells us that combining and uniting (being in solidarity with each other) is the way that the Spirit of God operates in and through us.  We, in this way, mirror who God is.
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