13th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


06/30/2019
Most of us, in our journey through life, take two or three steps forward and then one or two steps backward.  Rarely do we walk a straight line; and when on the few occasions that we do, we begin to think that we deserve some kind of recognition or reward, and then we stumble again.  We often meander into something that captures our eye or attention, discover – eventually – that we are ‘spinning our wheels,’ and then become receptive – once again – to God relating with us.

The readings this weekend (in particular, our first reading from 1st Kings and our Gospel reading from Luke) can be understood as a Divine ‘calling’ to a specific way of life (such as, religious life or priesthood), but I suspect that the readings are more of an invitation into a way of living as God lives in whatever way of life we find ourselves.

We are (often) unknowingly shaped and formed by a religion in which substance (a word coined by Aristotle) is more important than relationship (a way of life that we find promoted by Christ Jesus).  One, the word substance, is passive.  It is about knowing the ‘what’ or the ‘who’.  The other, the word relationship, is active.  It is about learning the ‘how’.  Substance, once attained, is eternally static.  Relationship, once received and reciprocated, is eternally interactive.  One, substance, categorizes those who are ‘in’ (those who conform to what or who is known) from those who are ‘out’ (those who do not conform to what or who is known).  The other, relationship, because it is about learning how to relate, is inclusive of all.
Here, our second reading from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians begins to make sense.  Paul announces: ‘For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery.’  The slavery to which he refers is one in which the person that we create (our ego) holds our attention and we must compete, compare, judge and condemn - conform; much of which is promoted by religion today.  The freedom to which he refers is one in which we experience living in union with Christ Jesus.  That is, we become consciously aware that ‘how we love anything is how we love everything.’  We can’t pick and choose.  That is the ‘how’.

When we hear, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ we generally understand it to mean ‘what’ much of religion interprets it to mean: ‘to love our neighbor with the same amount of love as we love ourselves.’  Paul, however, says that ‘it really means that it is the same Source and the same Love that allows each of us to love ourselves, others, and God at the same time!’  We, in other words, don’t have to make ourselves love, create love, or earn love; love is as readily available to us as the air that we breathe, because God creates us in and with love.  Often however, like those in the Gospel story, we – consciously or unconsciously – make excuses.
When we think that we have to manufacture or earn love, our reaction is generally similar to that of James and John who demand uniformity and expect punishment when uniformity isn’t present.  Knowing the ‘how’ (living in a loving relationship with God) frees us to live with diversity because we accept that one lifestyle is no better or worse than any other lifestyle.  We all live, and move, and breathe the love of God.
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