13th Sunday Ordinary Time (A)


06/28/2020
We were celebrating our parents’ 50th wedding anniversary.  Family and friends gathered at a local restaurant.  We ate and drank, and the noise of conversations often made the music recede into the background.  It was most enjoyable.

As we prepared to leave, someone suggested that a picture be taken of the family.  So, we huddled together, making sure that everyone fit.  All was well until I realized that not everyone in our family was in the picture.  Spouses were excluded.
I looked at those who had been excluded and experienced their pain.  I felt guilty and I was guilty for not saying something.  I knew that the decision to exclude was not made maliciously.  It came from a point of view that was and continues to be commonplace: that the nuclear family is exclusive.  It is an experience that has never left me, and greatly influences my understanding of family.
When we operate from our small selves, we feel that there isn’t enough for everyone. We think that for us to succeed that someone else must fail.  Life must have winners and losers.  This sense of scarcity is expressed in our making comparisons, being in competition, judging worthiness, protecting what we think belongs to us (primarily with some form of violence), fear and anxiety.  It requires that some be included and some be excluded.  Our first reading from 2nd Kings and our Gospel reading from Matthew both offer us an alternative way of living.

They highlight the human fear (that there isn’t enough for everyone) and then they show us that God provides extravagantly.  Elisha the prophet declares that the woman, who lives in Shunem and is childless, will conceive a child.  She and her husband are not excluded from life, but are included in life.  Jesus the Christ announces that when we limit ourselves (to family and small groups), we can’t receive the abundance that God desires to give to us.  Any limitations or exclusions are forms of resistance to our receiving.

God, Jesus declares with his words and by the life that he lives, is always inclusive and never exclusive, and always offers us more than we are willing to accept.  When we unexpectedly do accept, however, we receive an abundance that is beyond our imagination and sometimes frightens us.  The final example that Jesus offers us is his death.  There is no logical reason not to think that death is the end.  That with death there is no more.  But for God, death does not exclude us from life; for God, there is more, and God openly and freely shares this more with us.  We can call the more that God shares with us, if we like, resurrection.
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