13th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)


06/27/2021
A husband and his wife wake at 3:00 in the morning to a loud pounding on their house door.  The husband gets up and goes to the door where an inebriated stranger, stands in the pouring rain, and asks him for a push.

‘Not a chance,’ says the husband, ‘it is 3:00 in the morning!’
He slams the door and returns to bed.

‘Who was it?’ asks his wife.

‘Just some drunk asking for a push,’ he answers.

‘Did you help him?’ she asks.

‘No, I did not, it is 3:00 in the morning and it is pouring rain!’
‘Well, you have a short memory,’ says his wife.  ‘Can't you remember about three months ago when our car broke down and those two men helped us?  I think you should help him.’
The man considers this, gets dressed, and goes out into the pouring rain.  He calls out into the dark, ‘Hello, are you still here?’
‘Yes,’ comes back the answer.

‘Do you still need a push?’ calls out the husband.

‘Yes, please!’ comes the reply.

‘Where are you?’ asks the husband.

He hears the reply, ‘Over here on the swing!’

Our opening story is like most of the healing stories that we hear in the Scriptures… they turn everything upside down.  They are unexpected, undeserved, unearned, and resented by those in authority.  They present a reality that those who have authority, power, and wealth (unconsciously) deny and resist.  Those in authority honestly think and believe that the oppression that they impose, God wants.

Our Gospel stories this weekend from Mark, then, reflect the stories told about the prophets, Elijah and Elisha, during the time in which kings rule Israel and Judah.  The stories comment that the ruling class (including the king) cause scarcity and death.  The prophets (Jesus, Elijah and Elisha) offer an alternative.  They draw upon the abundance of goods and life that the relationships of united people have.  Community expands and is bountiful, heals and gives life.  In contrast, the divide and oppression caused by ‘might makes right’ cause scarcity and death.

The Gospel writer, Mark, tells us that the authorities (doctors) take/extract from the widow, making her destitute, but do not heal her.  Jesus experiences God freely flowing through him and connecting with another.  It takes a moment for the widow to process that the communal connection that she experiences heals her illness.  Once she does, she shares with Jesus her healing.  Jesus acknowledges her communal equality by declaring, ‘Your faith has saved you.’  That is, ‘We live together in union with God.’
The official mourners see only death and separation, and ridicule Jesus when he sees life and union.  He puts them out.  Then, he acts out his communal experience, and the young girl responds with signs of life: walking and eating.

We too live in a culture and religion that emphasize separation and individuality, and create an atmosphere of scarcity and death. As a community united with God and with each other, however, we also share abundance and life.  We share God in communion with everyone that always opens us and prevents us from closing.
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