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We can interpret the story in the Gospel of Mark (that we hear this weekend) in several ways.  The most popular interpretation tells us that Jesus extracts power from the wind by conquering the wind.  This interpretation fits nicely with adjectives like all-powerful and almighty, words that we use (especially in the Mass prayers) to describe God and Jesus.  Another way of interpreting the story views Jesus being one with the wind and restoring peace.  The story of Job echoes this interpretation.

Our first reading from the Book of Job describes the main character, Job, as coming to a place where he is one with his suffering (that is, he stops resisting it).  This restores peace in him, which his entering the eye of the storm symbolizes.  The disciples (in our Gospel) and Job initially fight against – resist – the wind and suffering.  They seek to extract an advantage for themselves and their fear and suffering intensify.
Both stories try to teach us the difference between the way of life that extracts, so that we have power over, and the way of life that restores, which creates harmony and equality.  Our culture and our religion prefer extraction.  It is – in some ways – easier… especially if we are the ‘haves’.  The ‘haves’ extract from the ‘have nots’ by creating an atmosphere of fear, or by developing an ideology in which a myth creates the belief that the ‘haves’ must have so that what they have can ‘tringle’ down to the ‘have nots’.
Religion does something similar by developing the myth that the hierarchy ‘hold the keys to heaven’.  This self-serving myth includes the teaching that we must fear God.  This way, only the specially chosen (those who are ordained) have the authority to ‘change the mind of God about those who do not have the authority’.  This ‘tringle’ down effect is spiritual riches and justifies the titles, the assumed authority and the obedience demanded without question.  
Our second reading from St. Paul talks about living in Christ.  The atmosphere and environment that exists in Christ is restorative.  He expresses restoration as God always saying ‘Yes’.  ‘No’ cannot contain the free flowing essence of God, no matter who says that they have the authority and power to speak for God.
Making a night crossing of a body of water usually symbolizes (in the Scriptures and mythology) the occurrence of a transition and a transformation to a different way of seeing/life.  It is often tumultuous, and the more we attempt to conquer the tumultuous feelings, the stronger they become.  Jesus quiets the distress of the disciples by entering their transition and transformation, and he calms their fears.
Life has a way of causing our accepted way of life to fall apart.  When it does, we often enter a time of confusion and anger (a transition).  God encourages us to hold the confusion and anger (like Job and Jesus) until they transform.  Otherwise, we blame and judge others.  When our confusion and anger transform, we experience restoration that is inclusive of others.  Followers of Jesus the Christ experience restoration as resurrection.
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