11th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 


06/14/2015
One busy Friday night a man is slowly pushing a loaded shopping basket around a supermarket filled with groceries and one very loudly screaming four year old.  The Dad keeps repeating to himself: ‘Don’t get excited, Albert.  Don’t scream, Albert.  Keep calm, Albert.  Don’t yell, Albert.’
A woman, who happens to hear the Dad, smiles at him and says, ‘Sir, you certainly deserve to be complimented for trying to calm little Albert.’
The Dad looks at her and says with a great sigh, ‘I’m Albert!’
Patience is something that we all need to practice.  We also need to practice accepting that most things – once we have done what we can do – are beyond our limited abilities.  We practice patience because that’s all we can do: wait.

Waiting for something to happen rather than trying to make something happen is the theme of our gospel story from Mark this weekend.  The story that Jesus tells to his disciples is simple, and I suspect most of us take for granted that once a seed is planted, its growth and develop is beyond us.  We can water.  We can weed.  We can’t, however, cause the seed to germinate and grow.
Jesus says that the Kingdom of God is similar.  We can practice making the choice to live in the Kingdom.  That is, practice seeing ourselves, others and the world through the lens that God looks.  We can’t, however, force ourselves to see only as God sees, to live only as God lives.  We, rather, are invited to trust that because of our willingness to practice living in God’s Kingdom, God’s way of seeing and living is slowly growing and developing within us.
Neither can we dictate or control what the Kingdom of God will look like in us.  Each person learns, grows and develops differently.  We can initially model our practice upon the practice of another, but spirituality cannot be duplicated.  Spirituality is unique to each person.  What is helpful for one person stifles someone else.

Jesus seems to be saying something similar in today’s gospel story from Mark.  The seed is scattered and then allowed to grow and develop in whatever way that it grows and develops, ‘without our knowing how it grows and develops.’  The only possible way for us to choose this life practice is by our first knowing or our desiring to know that we are loved; that we are connected with a power filled with mercy who is beyond ourselves; that we live because of the union God creates with us when we are created.

Saint Paul reminds us in our second reading this weekend that the union God creates with us when we are created is most often invisible.  When he says that ‘we walk by faith and not by sight,’ he is encouraging us to practice choosing to live in the Kingdom of God.  That is, being willing to practice observing ourselves without judgment and with compassion.  Judging, competition, and comparison are children of envy, and envy – wanting something that someone else has - always leads to violence and war.

We are instructed and encouraged, then, by Jesus to practice accepting the mystery of growth and development, which leads us to trust that the One who creates us will also bring us to completion.
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