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I was recently speaking with several people who are in the medical field.  We were discussing the way by which viruses (and other pathogens) gain a ‘foot hold’ in the human body.  Initially, the virus enters the blood screen and begins to inject into the blood cells some of itself.  This brings the virus to all parts of the human body.

The body, sensing that a change is happening, sends out a ‘scout’ cell to find and analyze what is happening.  Once the cell finds the virus, it returns the necessary data for anti-bodies to begin attacking the virus.
Vaccines are dead virus cells that are injected into the body so that the immune system more quickly recognizes the virus and can more quickly begin to attack the virus cells.

Our Gospel story today, from Mark, talks about God introducing a way of life that is foreign to the way of life that many of us live.  It is a way of life in which complete trust leads to a total outpouring of self to the other(s).  This results in the relationship (that develops) becoming the focus rather than fear that our individual needs won’t be met.

Like the antibodies in the body, we tend to resist this introduced way of life and fight against the change that the ‘virus’ is causing in us.  Our Christian hope is ironically: that eventually our human antibodies will weaken enough that the divine virus-like way of life of God becomes stronger than our resistance, and our lives are transformed.  This is completely counter-intuitive to what we normally do or hope for.
Our approach to most viruses (natural and divine) that seek to infect us is to resist and fight them.  We seek to prevent them from getting a foothold in our bodies by using antibodies and vaccines.  That is, we find ways to support and empower our immune system.  Many receive vaccines to better insure that we are immune, or to have our antibodies attack the virus more quickly and effectively. 
Part of the storyline in the movie, The Bourne Legacy, is that viruses can be used to make permanent temporary changes – caused by drugs – that enhance human physical and mental abilities.  The changes result in an enhanced way of life.  Our Gospel story from Mark assures us that God finds ways to infect us too, that make permanent a way of life enhanced by God dwelling within us.  We rarely know how God infects us, but we can see the results of being infected.  We become more and more open to be of service to others.  We become more and more open to God dwelling within us… and transformation happens to us.
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