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Many of us are very good at deflecting.  We either - in a moment of weakness - experience regret for an unkind word, an unkind action, a selfish decision, or someone seeks to help us see the wrong that we have done, and in a twinkling of eye, we deflect what we experience...often onto someone else.  Both Mussolini and Hitler, for example, were masters at deflecting.  The side-effect is evil.  That is, we operate as though we are independent from God.  This usually leads to our sincere belief (ironically) that we are doing God's will.

All three of our readings provide us with examples.  David, in our first reading from the Second Book of Samuel, in a moment of selfish desire summons Bathsheba to his bed.  When she announces to him that she is with child, David attempts to deflect his wrongdoing by having her husband, Uriah, killed on the field of battle.  He thinks that in this way he can legitimize his selfish actions and won't have to deal with his attempt to be self-sufficient.  It works until the prophet Nathan comes for a visit.

The prophet helps David to experience his wrong-doing, and reveals the consequences of his actions.  David knows that he 'has been found out'.  He stops deflecting which frees him to see from God's point-of-view.  Anger – with God – always ends with compassion and mercy.

Paul, in his Letter to the Galatians, shares his experience as a Pharisee.  He felt – from the human point-of-view – that he was making great progress as one who assiduously fulfilled the way of life promoted by this grouping within Jewish Religion.  The experience he has of the Risen Christ, however, unveils what he has been deflecting: he isn't from God’s point-of-view.  He is, instead, protecting his – the human – view of God.  This results in his efforts to control his life and the life of others.


Finally, Jesus in today's Gospel from Luke is invited to dine with Simon.  It is a common practice of Jesus, and one of the reasons that he is accused of being 'a glutton and a drunkard'.  While they dine together, a woman enters, uninvited.  She is known to be 'a sinner'.  Simon quickly takes offense.  He, from his point-of-view, clearly understands Jesus to be wrong in allowing this woman to touch him.  She is impure, which makes Jesus impure.

Jesus, from God’s point-of-view, experiences her touch differently.  He experiences love.  Where love is present, God is present.  Where God is present, mercy is present.  Simon - and many of the others at the dinner - don't experience as Jesus does, because they are too involved with their own – the human – point-of-view.  That is, they hold onto a point-of-view that focuses more on protecting their religious beliefs, rather than practicing compassion that originates in God.  Their starting point is themselves rather than God, and it leads them to isolation and attempts to control their lives and the lives of others.

Each of the Scripture readings invites us to see that there is another point-of-view: the way in which God sees us.  Practicing to see God’s point-of-view doesn't negate the need that we have to have limitations and boundaries.  It doesn't eliminate morality.  Rather, practicing God’s point-of-view leads us to live a moral way of life.  The difference is that our moral way of life comes naturally.  It is viewing ourselves as God views us, which frees us to recognize our connection with others, and therefore our way of relating is peaceful and compassionate.  Practicing seeing God’s point-of-view frees us to stop deflecting, and to observe the numerous ways in which we fall into seeing only from our point-of-view which always leads us to attempt to protect and control our lives and the lives of others.

