10th Sunday Ordinary Time (C) 


06/05/2016
One day Mr. Trent calls Joe into his office and asks him to be seated.  After a few minutes of awkward silence his boss finally says to him, ‘Joe I have a very important question to ask you.’
Joe responds, ‘Ok, Mr. Trent, what is it?’
‘Here it is,’ says Mr. Trent, ‘do you believe in life after death?’
‘Absolutely, yes sir,’ Joe replies.

‘Well, then I guess that makes everything fine,’ says his boss.

Joe sits in the chair looking puzzled.  So his boss continues, ‘You see… after you left yesterday morning to go to your grandmother’s funeral, she stopped by the office to say hello.’

Both our first reading from the First Book of Kings and our Gospel from Luke reveal to us the workings of compassion.  When compassion takes hold of us, all restrictions, prohibitions, and forbidden ways of acting are forgotten.  We act without first thinking.

Some restrictions, prohibitions, and forbidden ways of acting come from within ourselves, and some come from outside of ourselves.  Compassion causes an immediate response that short-circuits the normal human hesitation.  We see this in both stories.
Elijah and Jesus disregard the ingrained prohibition not to be in contact with a dead body.  Elijah, who is caught up in compassion for the widowed mother, carries the boy to his room, and then stretches himself on the dead boy’s body three times.  Jesus too is caught up in compassion for another widowed mother.  Immediately upon seeing the woman and her dead son, he touches the coffin, and bids the young man to wake.

Compassion draws us out of ourselves in a way that cancels most inhibitions.  It eliminates fear by putting us in touch with love.  It short-circuits our normal checklist.  It is so immediate that we have to act.  We stop caring what others will say about us, or the consequences of our actions.

There is an episode in the TV program M*A*S*H in which the character, Radar, while returning to the hospital with Hawkeye and BJ, happens upon two young girls in a minefield.  Suddenly, a mine explodes and Radar immediately runs into the field to help the stricken girl.  Only after he returns safely and Hawkeye tells him that he acted bravely running into a minefield, does it is register what he has done… without thinking.


Compassion can be practiced but it cannot be planned.  It is God flowing through us… which happens best when we are so caught up in the immediate situation that we don’t have time to create obstacles with our thinking.
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